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FOREWORD 


E  FIND  that  our  ancestors  came  originally  from 
Normandy,  and  that  they  came  to  the  British  Isles  along 
with  the  Norman  Invasion,  which  began  in  AD  1066,  and 
from  this  it  will  be  seen  that  our  ancestors  spent  from 
four  to  six  hundred  years  in  these  countries  before 
coming  to  America  in  the  later  part  of  the  16th  and  the 
first  of  the  17th  century. 

By  what  name  our  ancestors  were  called  when  they 
came  to  England  we  do  not  know.  We  know  that  our 
branch  of  the  Cox  family  came  to  America  in  the  early 
part  of  the  17th  century,  and  was  living  in  New  Castle 
County,  Delaware  as  early  at  1719.  There  were  other 
branches  of  the  Cox  families  living  in  Ireland  and 
France  and  surrounding  countries,  and  to  try  to  trace 
any  branch  of  the  family  back  to  Normandy  through 
all  the  centuries  that  they  have  been  living  in  England 
and  other  countries,  seems  to  us  would  be  almost  im¬ 
possible  to  accomplish,  and  certainly  could  not  be  under¬ 
taken  without  ample  funds  and  time,  and  for  our  part 
we  have  contented  ourselves  with  traceing  our  branch 
of  the  family  from  the  earliest  known  emmigrant,  who 
came  to  America  and  settled  in  New  Castle,  Delaware 
before  1719,  and  whose  name  was  William  and  his  wife’s 
name  was  Amy. 

In  our  preparation  of  this  work  we  have  had  access 
to  Mary  Lovering  Holman’s  history  of  “Scotts  Decend- 
ants,”  which  she  prepared  for  Harriet  Grace  Scott, 
whose  mother  was  a  decendant  of  our  branch  of  the  Cox 
family.  Miss  Holman  was  a  life  member  of  the  New 
England  Historical  Geneological  Society,  and  she  was 
supplied  with  ample  funds  by  Mrs.  Scott  for  this  work, 
and  she  made  a  search  of  all  the  records  of  the  Cox 
family  in  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  North  Carolina, 
Virginia,  Ohio  and  other  places  where  the  family  had 
gone. 


She  searched  both  the  court  records,  and  the  Quaker 
Meeting  records,  as  our  ancestors  being  Quakers,  they 
had  much  to  do  with  the  Meeting  where  they  lived. 
Miss  Marybell  Delmar  searched  the  records  in  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Archives  and  History  in  Raleigh,  N.  C.,  for 
Cox  records  in  that  State. 

Also,  Mr.  R.  H.  Hutchinson,  Graham,  N.  C.,  R.  F.  D., 
who  has  many  of  the  records  of  the  Cane  Creek,  N.  C. 
Meeting  records,  also  the  Holly  Springs  Meeting  rec¬ 
ords,  furnished  us  with  some  valuable  information. 

Mrs.  Mary  Patterson,  Swathmore,  Pa.,  who  is  gen¬ 
ealogist  at  Swathmore  College,  where  many  of  the  early 
Quaker  records  are  kept,  furnished  us  with  much  infor¬ 
mation  about  our  early  ancestors  before  they  moved  to 
North  Carolina. 

From  these  sources  we  have  been  able  to  compile  as 
reliable  and  authentic  history  of  our  branch  of  the 
family  as  is  possible  to  secure  at  this  time. 

We  have  brought  this  genealogy  of  our  branch  of 
the  Cox  family  on  down  through  eight  generations,  to 
the  mature  generation  of  today,  and  we  hope  this  work 
will  serve  the  following  generations  as  a  reference  to 
come  to  in  carrying  on  our  family  history  to  the  coming 
generations. 

Foot  Notes 

b  equals  born  d  equals  died 

m  equals  married  mm  equals  monthly  meeting 


Jt  IS  impossible  to  prove  by  actual  data  the  first 
ancestor  of  our  branch  of  the  Cox  family  to  come  to 
America,  but  from  all  the  records  and  data  that  we  have 
been  able  to  secure,  we  believe  we  can  be  reasonably 
sure  as  to  their  identity. 

“Mary  Holman  in  her  research  of  our  branch  of  the 
Cox  family,  concludes  that  the  William  Cox1  who  was 
living  in  New  Castle,  Delaware  as  early  as  1719,  and 
perhaps  much  earlier  was  born  about  1760,  and  that  he 
probably  had  one  or  more  brothers  living  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  and  also  that  he  was  the  father  of  the  William  Cox2 
who  was  living  near  Hockessin,  Delaware  as  early  as 
1726.” 

The  Sedbury  Meeting  records  show  that  a  William 
Cox1  was  born  in  Gloucester  County,  England  in  1757-8 
a  son  of  Samuel,  and  it  is  probable  that  this  is  the 
William  that  was  living  in  New  Castle,  Dela.  in  1719, 
as  the  record  names  a  John  Cox  of  the  same  meeting 
who  was  married  in  1680  and  a  Thomas  Cox  of  same 
meeting,  who  was  married  in  1689.  This  would  seem 
to  place  them  all  in  the  same  family  group,  and  we  find 
that  a  John  Cox  came  to  America  in  1710,  and  a  Thomas 
coming  to  America  and  bringing  a  certificate  from  the 
Sedbury  Meeting  dated  7-10-1713.  More  about  these 
two  later. 

We  have  no  record  of  when  the  William  Cox1  who 
was  living  in  New  Castle,  Delaware  in  1719,  came  to 
America,  or  where  he  is  mentioned  in  the  Quaker 
records,  but  from  deeds  to  property  in  which  he  had  a 
part  we  get  a  pretty  good  picture  of  his  activities. 

We  conclude  that  these  three:  William,  John  and 
Thomas,  to  be  brothers,  and  we  have  traced  our  ances 
try  back  to  the  William1  who  was  living  in  New  Castle, 
Delaware  in  1719,  and  also  that  he  is  the  father  of  the 
William2  who  was  living  near  Hockessin,  Delaware,  and 
from  whom  we  can  trace  our  ancestry  through  proven 
records. 
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Further  records  on  the  John  Cox  who  came  to 
America  shows  that  he  married  Alice  Beal  in  1680,  and 
later  in  1690  12-22-1690  he  married  2nd  Elizabeth  Tay¬ 
lor,  prior  to  coming  to  America. 

There  are  so  many  Coxs  by  the  name  of  John  that  it 
is  impossible  to  follow  him  accurately  from  here  on,  but 
presumably  he  and  Thomas  both  had  children  living  in 
this  country. 

Thomas  married  Sarah  Wolley,  presumably  in  Eng¬ 
land  on  5-3-1689,  she  evidently  having  passed  away 
before  he  came  to  America  in  1713,  bringing  a  certificate 
from  the  Meeting  in  Sedbury,  England,  and  went  over 
to  Abingdon,  Pa.,  Monthly  Meeting  and  married  Sarah 
Buzby,  daughter  of  Thomas  Buzby. 

The  first  William  Cox1  who  was  living  in  New  Castle, 
Delaware  in  1719,  and  who  was  called  yoeman,  and 
laborer  in  different  records,  and  is  first  mentioned  in 
deeds  in  1719,  as  the  following  deeds  will  show: 

New  Castle  County,  Delaware,  Deeds,  S.  I.  32.  25th 
of  May  1719.  William  Cox,  yoeman  Newcastle  County, 
conveys  to  Jacob  Stilley  of  same,  land  on  the  north  side 
of  Christiania  Creek,  formerly  belonging  to  Justiss 
Cock.  Signed  by  mark. 

G.  I.  115.  10th  May  1721.  William  Aubrey  of  London, 
Great  Britian,  merchant  and  Letitia,  his  wife,  parties  of 
the  first  part,  Samuel  Logan  of  Philadelphia,  merchant, 
Rees  Thomas  of  Philadelphia,  parties  of  the  second  part 
and  William  Cocks  of  Newcastle  County,  Delaware, 
yoeman.  The  deed  recites,  that  William  Penn  granted 
the  Manor  of  Henning,  on  the  south  side  of  Brandywine 
Creek,  said  Manor  being  partly  in  Newcastle  County, 
Delaware,  and  partly  in  Chester  County,  Pennsylvania, 
to  his  daughter  Letitia,  who  later  became  Letitia  Au- 
bery,  the  wife  of  William  Aubery,  and  that  it  was  part 
of  this  Manor  that  was  conveyed  to  William  Cocks  and 
was  located  in  Newcastle  County. 

G.  I.  226.  10  July  1721.  Another  conveyance  between 
the  same  parties  for  more  land  in  the  same  Manor  and 
in  Newcastle  County. 
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H. I.  25  16.  Nov.  1725.  Henry  Dickeson  of  Newcastle 
County,  yoeman  and  Ruth  his  wife,  conveys  to  William 
Cox  of  Newcastle  County,  yoeman,  recites,  the  deed  by 
James  Logan  and  Rees  Thomas,  Attys,  for  William  Au- 
bery  and  Letitia,  his  wife,  dated  8th  Nov.  1725,  convey-  . 
ing  land  to  Henry  Dickeson  being  part  of  land  located, 
partly  in  Newcastle  County,  Delaware,  and  partly  in 
Chester  County,  Pennsylvania,  which  William  Penn 
granted  to  his  daughter  Letitia  Penn,  and  which  land 
in  this  deed  Henry  Dickeson  conveys  to  William  Cox, 
being  land  in  Newcastle  County. 

I.  I.  149.  20  Nov.  1729.  Robert  Reynolds,  of  Cecil 
County,  Maryland,  cordwainer,  son  of  Robert  Reynolds, 
late  of  the  city  of  Newcastle,  in  Newcastle  County,  Del. 
gentleman,  deceased,  and  William  Dellum  of  Brandy¬ 
wine  Hundred,  Newcastle  County,  yoeman,  and  Mary 
his  wife,  daughter  of  the  said  deceased,  convey  land  in 
Beaver  St.  in  the  town  of  Newcastle  and  county  of 
Newcastle  to  William  Cox  of  Newcastle. 

K.  I.  293.  21  Dec.  1734.  John  Embly  and  Thomas 
Embly  of  Newcastle  County,  convey  to  William  Cox, 
laborer  of  Newcastle  County,  land  on  the  west  side  of 
the  Delaware,  on  the  north  side  of  Christiana  Creek. 

K.  I.  297.  4  Jan.  1734-5.  William  Cox  of  the  town  of 
Newcastle,  laborer,  and  Amy,  his  wife  conveys  to  John 
VanLeavenigh,  land  on  Beaver  Street  in  the  town  of 
Newcastle,  being  the  same  land  that  was  conveyed  by 
Robert  Reynolds,  William  Kellum  and  Mary  his  wife, 
on  16  May  1732,  to  the  said  William  Cox.  William  and 
Amy  both  sign  by  mark. 

K.  I.  295.  19  Feby,  1734-5.  William  Cox*  of  Newcastle 
County,  yoeman,  and  Amey  his  wife,  convey  to  William 
Cox2,  farmer  of  O.  Casson  (Hockessin  in  Mill  Creek 
Hundred)  land  in  Newcastle  County  on  the  Christiana 
Creek,  being  land  conveyed  to  him,  21  Dec.  1734,  by 
John  and  Thomas  Embly.  William  and  Amy  signed  by 
mark. 

The  children  of  William  Cox*  and  his  wife  Amy 
were  John,  Richard,  William2,  Thomas  and  Amy. 

A.  William  Cox*  must  have  died  in  1742-3  for  in 
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that  year  in  the  Orphans  Court-C,  1,  18,  a  petition  by 
John  Cox  his  administrator  was  filed,  stating  that  his 
personal  property  was  not  sufficient  to  satisfy  his  credi¬ 
tors,  and  praying  the  court  to  allow  the  sale  of  his  real- 
estate  to  satisfy  his  creditors.  The  court  authorized  the 
sale  of  enough  of  his  real  estate  to  satisfy  his  creditors, 
and  John  Cox  his  executor,  of  White  Clay  Creek  Hun¬ 
dred  on  May  18,  1843  sold  to  William  Patterson  a  portion 
of  the  Penn  tract,  on  the  17th  of  Aug.  1743.  The  court 
records  show  that  John  Cox,  administrator  of  the  estate 
of  William  Cox^  late  of  this  County  dec.  came  into  court 
and  produced  the  accounts  of  his  administration,  which 
was  approved.  He  left  a  balance  of  4  L  4  S  and  4  P  to  be 
disposed  of  according  to  law,  and  was  discharged  by 
the  court. 

I.  John  Cox3  born  about  1686  was  his  father’s  exec¬ 
utor.  There  are  so  many  Coxs  by  the  name  of  John,  that 
it  is  impossible  to  clear  them,  but  it  is  probable  that  this 
John  married  Jane  Phillips  on  25-9-1717,  in  Abingdon 
Monthly  Meeting.  He  was  prominent  in  Warrington 
Monthly  Meetings  in  Pennsylvania  and  moved  to  Cane 
Creek  Monthly  Meeting  in  North  Carolina.  The  War¬ 
rington  Monthly  Meeting,  “records  that  John  Cox  -’  and 
three  children  being  removed,  and  settled  within  the 
range  of  Cane  Creek  Monthly  Meeting  in  North  Caro¬ 
lina.  A  certificate  for  them  is  signed  6-21-1755.” 

John  Cox2  must  have  been  near  70  years  old  when 
he  moved  to  Cane  Creek,  North  Carolina  and  we  have 
no  further  record  of  him. 

William  Cox2’s  son  John3  also  moved  to  Cane  Creek 
Monthly  Meeting  in  North  Carolina.  The  Cane  Creek 
records  show  that  he  was  received  there  11-1-1755,  and 
that  John  Cox,  Sr.,  was  received  on  9-6-1755. 

It  is  rather  easy  to  get  confused  with  these  two. 

II.  “Richard  Cox2 — b  about  1688,  m  before  26-2-1712 
Margaret  Potts,  who  died  in  1725.  He  m  2nd  15-10-1726 
Elizabeth  Scarlett,  and  moved  to  Warrington  Monthly 
Meeting.  He  had  children  by  first  wife,  Nathaniel  and 
others,  by  second  wife,  Anna,  Sarah,  Richard,  Jonithan, 
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Joseph  and  Benjamin  (twins) ,  and  John,”  Above  taken 
from  Scotts  Decendants  by  Holman. 

Mrs.  Patterson  leans  to  the  belief  that  there  were 
two  Richard  Coxs,  one  m  Margaret  Potts,  the  other 
Elizabeth  Scarlett.  She  also  says  that  the  only  Cox 
children  in  a  family  group  in  the  Kennett  records  are  the 
children  of  Richard  and  Margaret,  listed  as  Anna  1713; 
Sarah,  1715;  Richard,  1718;  Jonithan,  1720;  Joseph  and 
Benjamin,  1723;  John,  1725. 

She  also  states  that  Richard  m  again  in  1733  against 
the  meeting.  He  tried  to  justify  his  conduct  rather  than 
to  say  he  was  sorry  and  he  was  disowned. 

From  the  Warrington,  Pennsylvania  meeting  records 
we  take  the  following: 

“Richard  Cox’s  children  by  his  first  wife,  has  a  birth 
right  among  Friends  as  we  are  informed  9-15-1759,  by  a 
few  lines  from  New  Garden  Meeting.” 

“Nathaniel  Cox,  one  of  the  children,  to  be  informed 
of  it,  and  the  way  is  clear  for  him  to  condem  his  mis¬ 
conduct.” 

“Nathaniel  Cox  offers  acknowledgement  4-12-1766, 
for  marriage  by  a  priest  and  is  accepted.” 

“Elizabeth  Cox  dau,  of  Richard  Cox2  of  the  township 
of  Warrington  m  4-29-1762  to  John  Comer,  at  Hunting- 
ton  Meeting.” 

“Rebeckah  Cox  dau,  of  Richard  Cox2  of  Warrington 
York  Co.  m  10-5-1750  to  William  Ozbun  at  a  meeting 
at  Richard  Cox’s2.” 

Following  we  have  tried  to  sift  out  what  we  think  to 
be  the  most  probable  and  reasonable  solution  to  the  con¬ 
flicting  opinions  and  data  we  have  been  able  to  secure 
on  Richard  Cox2. 

In  considering  the  time  that  had  passed  from  the 
birth  of  his  children  by  his  first  wife  Margaret  Potts, 
and  the  time  the  report  was  made  to  the  Warrington 
meeting,  about  his  children  by  his  first  wife  having  a 
birth  right  with  the  Friends,  we  see  that  some  thirty 
years  had  passed  before  this  report  was  made  to  the 
Warrington  Meeting,  and  in  this  time  his  children  by 
his  first  wife  had  all  probably  married  and  perhaps 
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moved  to  other  sections.  The  Warrington  Meeting  rec¬ 
ords  that  Benjamin  had  married  and  moved  to  New 
Garden,  N.  C.,  and  if  Nathaniel,  Rebecca  and  Elizabeth 
mentioned  in  the  Warrington  Meetings  as  being  child¬ 
ren  of  Richard  Cox2,  were  by  his  second  wife  Elizabeth 
Scarlett,  it  is  probable  that  the  meeting  would  not 
know  of  his  children  by  his  first  wife,  and  would  regard 
these  children  as  being  by  his  first  wife,  as  he  had 
evidently  married  the  third  time  in  1733. 

We  find  that  Richard  Cox2  and  his  wife  Mary,  sold  a 
piece  of  land  in  1746,  and  this  Mary  is  perhaps  the  wife 
he  married  in  1733. 

From  the  foregoing  it  seems  that  Richard  Cox-  mar¬ 
ried  1st,  Margaret  Potts,  in  1712,  and  that  the  seven 
children  mentioned  were  by  this  marriage,  and  that  this 
wife  died  in  1725,  and  that  the  next  year  he  married 
2nd  Elizabeth  Scarlett,  and  the  three  children  mention¬ 
ed  were  by  this  marriage,  and  that  he  married  the  3rd 
time  in  1733,  this  wife’s  name  being  Mary.  In  linking 
up  the  records  we  have  of  Richard  Cox2,  we  find  the 
above  to  be  the  most  consistent  as  to  times  and  dates, 
that  could  be  pieced  together,  and  we  are  assuming 
them  to  be  correct. 

Bayard  Taylor  wrote  a  poem  entitled  “The  Golden 
Wedding  at  Longwood”  when  Hannah  Pierce  Cox,  and 
her  husband  John  or  Jacob,  celebrated  their  50th  wed¬ 
ding  anniversary.  Longwood  is  now  the  home  of  Pierrie 
S.  DuPont  and  the  Cox  estate  adjoins  this  estate.  The 
Cox  husband  in  this  poem  is  decended  from  Richard 
Cox2. 

III.  William  Cox2,  born  about  1692  m  Catherine. 

IV.  Thomas  Cox2 — b  about  1694  m  9-2-1722,  Eliza¬ 
beth  Fincher  by  whom  he  had  three  children: 

1.  Hannah  m  James  Musgrove  12-4m-1739 

2.  Rebecca  m  James  Frazier  22-8m-1740 

3.  Isaac  m  Olive  Underwood  27-9m-1740 

One  record  states  that  Mary,  daughter  of  Thomas 
m.  James  Hayes  by  a  priest  in  1736,  (a  priest  does  not 
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mean  a  Catholic  priest  but  is  any  minister  or  magistrate 
other  than  a  Quaker). 

Abingdon  Monthly  Meeting,  Pa.,  gave  Thomas  Cox 
and  wife  certificate  to  settle  in  vacinity  of  Nottingham 
and  New  Garden  Monthly  Meeting,  Pa.,  28-2m-1729. 

Mary  Newlin  of  Chester  Co.,  Pa.,  in  1730  leaves  in 
will,  to  sister  Elizabeth  Cox’s  three  children,  and  makes 
father  John  Fincher,  and  brother  Francis  Fincher, 
executor,  and  John  Fincher  of  London  Grove  in  1746, 
bequeaths  to  Thomas  Cox  living  over  Susquehanna 
5  lbs.  for  use  of  his  daughter  Rebecca,  wife  of  James 
Frazier.  Thomas  seems  to  have  lived  in  Manchester 
and  London  Grove  and  to  have  attended  Warrington 
m.m.,  Pa.,  at  one  time. 

It  is  reported  later  that  Thomas  Cox  married  Mary 
Cooke  by  a  priest,  the  supposition  was  that  she  was  a 
widow. 

Isaac  Cox3  was  granted  a  certificate  to  himself  and 
his  wife,  Olive  to  North  Carolina. 

Then  on  7-1-1764  Cane  Creek  m.m.  in  North  Caro¬ 
lina  records  the  marriage  of  Isaac  Cox  and  Phoebe 
Allen,  who  was,  we  think,  a  daughter  of  Amy  (Cox) 
Allen.  His  first  wife  evidently  had  passed  on. 

V.  Amy2 — b  about  1698  m  in  1719,  John  Allen  who 
had  come  over  from  Ireland  and  born  in  Ireland  8-3- 
1694?  their  children  were,  John,  Rebecca,  Amy,  Eliza¬ 
beth,  William,  Joseph.  Mary,  Phoebe,  and  Benjamin. 

William  Cox2,  the  son  from  whom  we  trace  our 
decendents,  was  born  about  1692  in  New  Castle  County, 

Delaware.  He  m  about  1716,  Catherine . who  died 

before  him.  William  moved  to  Orange  County,  N.  C.,  in 
the  1750’s  and  died  there  in  1767. 

Prior  to  his  going  to  North  Carolina,  William2  lived 
in  New  Castle  County,  Delaware  at  Hockessin  near  the 
Pennsylvania  line  and  part  of  his  farm  may  have  been 
in  Pennsylvania. 

The  house  where  he  lived,  and  perhaps  built,  is  still 
standing  but  has  been  enlarged  to  a  large  country  home, 
and  is  owned  today  by  Mr.  John  C.  Mitchell,  and  Mrs. 
Mitchell  writes  that  in  the  original  part  of  the  house  are 
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still  the  initials  W.  C.  C.,  1726,  carved  in  the  main  room 
of  the  original  house. 

The  first  mention  of  William  Cox 2  in  the  Quaker 
records  was  at  the  birth  of  his  son  John  born  4-25-1728 
in  New  Castle  County,  Delaware,  (at  Hockessin).  It 
seems  that  William  was  the  only  one  who  stayed  down 
so  close  to  the  Delaware  River,  the  others  moving  a 
few  miles  further  inland,  to  the  New  Garden  area  of 
Pennsylvania.  On  2nd  month  6th  William  Cox  is 
mentioned  again,  and  this  shows  they  had  a  good  opin¬ 
ion  of  his  business  ability.  Nathan  Hussy  and  Ann 
Garretson  appeared  and  declared  intention  of  mar¬ 
riage.  John  Richardson  and  John  Gregg  were  to  de¬ 
clare  into  their  conversation,  and  clearness  upon  the 
account  of  marriage  with  all  others,  and  the  woman 
being  a  widow,  we  add  William  Cox2  to  the  two 
affriends  (original  spelling)  above  appointed  to  see  to 
the  settlement  of  the  affairs  of  the  orphans,  and  make 
a  report  to  the  next  meeting. 

The  following  month  the  meeting  assents  to  the  mar¬ 
riage,  and  the  affairs  of  the  estate  are  settled  by  an 
obligation  given  into  the  hands  of  William  Cox-  on  be¬ 
half  of  the  orphans. 

The  next  information  about  William  Cox-  is  very 
interesting.  There  are  many  records  to  show  that  a 
meeting  was  held  in  his  house,  in  Mill  Creek  Hundred 
at  Hockessin,  in  New  Castle  County,  Del.,  as  early  as 
1730.  But  this  meeting  was  not  regularly  established 
until  1737,  and  after  that  they  still  attended  business 
meetings  with  the  larger  groups  at  Newark  m.m. 
(Kennett,  Pa.) 

The  records  of  the  meeting  tell  that  the  first  settlers 
were  John  Baldwin,  William  Cox~,  and  a  number  of 
Irish  Friends,  among  them  Henry  and  John  Dixon. 
The  meeting  house  was  built  in  1738  and  enlarged  in 
1745. 

In  the  Wilmington,  Del.,  Journal  of  Saturday,  Nov¬ 
ember  7,  1953,  an  article  appeared  by  Betty  Harrington 
McDonald  on  historical  land  marks  of  Delaware  and  the 
eastern  shore,  we  get  the  following  description  of 
Hockessin  Friends  m.m.: 
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The  Hockessin  Friends  Meeting  House  at  Hockessin,  Delaware.  The  first  meetings 
were  held  in  William  Cox’s  house  as  early  as  1730.  Meeting  house  erected  in  1738 


“The  highest  part  of  Delaware  is  the  northwestern 
part,  near  the  Pennsylvania  border.  Up  in  this  pleasant, 
rolling  country  the  Quakers  built  a  small  meeting  house 
in  1738,  when  there  was  no  boundary  between  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  and  its  three  lower  counties.  They  selected  the 
top  of  a  hill  for  their  site  with  a  magnificent  view  of 
the  Hockessin  Valley.  The  old  stone-walled  graveyard 
is  across  the  road  on  the  edge  of  the  hill.  It  is  full  of 
plain  gravestones  in  neat  rows,  and  the  big  boxwood 
reminds  one  of  the  lovely  box  at  the  Little  Creek  Meet¬ 
ing  in  Kent  County. 

“The  Quakers  generally  built  modest  houses  of  wor¬ 
ship  and  this  one  is  small  and  simple.  The  oldest,  or 
main  part,  is  of  whitewashed  stone.  A  frame  addition 
was  added  in  back  in  1745.  The  eaves  have  a  deep  over¬ 
hang,  and  there  is  a  small  hood  over  the  entrance.  The 
whole  building  is  well  kept. 

“On  meeting-day  the  Quakers  descended  from  their 
horses  and  carriages  by  means  of  a  high  stepping-block 
— the  big  stone  block  with  its  four  steps,  is  still  there, 
and  so  are  the  long,  low  carriage  sheds  in  the  rear.” 

In  1742  we  find  William  Cox2  at  the  wedding  of 
Jacob  Dixon  andEsther  Phillips,  and  a  year  earlier  he 
was  at  the  wedding  of  James  Phillips  and  Ruth  Dixon. 
William  Cox2,  Margery  Cox,  and  Martha  Cox  signed  the 
certificate. 

On  3-7-1742  John  Dixon  married  William  Cox’s2 
daughter  Rebecca.  Then  daughter  Martha  married  Wil¬ 
liam  Ferrell  on  7-26-1744. 

All  these  weddings  were  at  Hockessin  meeting.  There 
is  no  record  in  the  Quaker  meetings  of  the  death  of 
Catherine  Cox,  but  we  think  it  probably  happened  be¬ 
tween  that  1744  marriage  of  daughter  Martha,  and  the 
year  1749,  for  at  that  time  her  husband,  William  Cox2 
enters  into  difficulties  with  the  meeting.  He  was  dis¬ 
owned  in  1750,  and  we  know  no  more  about  him  until 
1757,  when  he  makes  acknowledgement  hoping  for  ye 
future  through  Divine  assistance  to  be  more  careful. 

Mrs.  Patterson  records  that  son  John3  and  wife  went 
to  Cane  Creek,  N.  C.,  meeting  in  1755.  John  and  wife 


13 


being  the  last  of  the  family  to  go  to  North  Carolina,  it 
is  not  surprising  that  in  1758  William  Cox  2,  Sr.,  fol¬ 
lowed  them  to  Cane  Creek  Meeting.  But  in  1761  he  re¬ 
turned  and  produced  a  certificate  here  from  Cane  Creek 
Meeting  in  North  Carolina  dated  ye  4th  month  1761 
setting  forth  his  circumstances  and  services  amongst 
them  in  divers  respect,  (which  was  read  and  received.) 

This  is  from  the  Kennett  Meeting  book. 

The  following  month  they  record  at  Kennett:  “The 
Friends  appointed  about  William  Cox’s ?  certificate  have 
produced  an  Essay,  which  is  approved  and  endorsed  on 
the  back  of  that  he  brot  from  Carolina  and  signed  for 
him.” 

From  the  monthly  meeting  of  Newark  held  at  Ken¬ 
nett  in  the  County  of  Chester,  Province  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  7-lm-1758  to  the  Monthly  Meeting  at  Cane  Creek 
in  North  Carolina,  we  find  the  following: 

“Where  as  application  was  made  to  our  Meeting  on 
behalf  of  William  Cox2  sen.  for  a  certificate  to  recom¬ 
mend  him  to  the  care  of  your  meeting,  he  being  for 
several  years  removed  within  the  compass  thereof — 
These  may  therefore  certify  you  on  his  behalf,  that 
after  the  usual  inquirie  made  We  find  that  he  left  these 
parts  in  reputable  circumstances,  was  a  diligent  attend- 
er  of  meetings  for  many  years,  and  as  a  member 
amongst  us  we  think  him  worthy  of  the  notice  and  care 
of  friends — So  with  desire  for  his  temporal  and  eternal 
welfare  and  the  prosperity  of  the  Churches  everywhere. 
We  conclude  in  the  Gospel  of  fellowship  and  remain 
your  loving  friends.  Signed  in  and  on  behalf  of  our  said 
meeting.” 

This  shows  that  William  Cox2  had  gone  to  North 
Carolina  before  1758,  but  had  not  received  a  certificate 
from  his  home  meeting  at  Kennett  until  this  date. 

From  the  following  records  of  deeds  to  William  Cox- 
in  Delaware  and  Pennsylvania  where  he  first  lived  and 
later  in  Orange  County,  North  Carolina,  where  he  re¬ 
sided  until  his  death,  we  get  a  pretty  good  picture  of 
his  business  transactions. 
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Newcastle  County  deeds,  I,  1,  386.  16  Nov.  1730.  John 
Garrett  of  New  Castle  County,  yeoman,  and  Margaret 
his  wife  to  William  Cox,  yeoman,  of  Newcastle  County. 
Deed  recites  the  William  Penn  grant  to  his  daughter, 
Letitia  Aubrey,  etc.,  and  deed  from  Logan  and  Thomas 
to  William  Mt.  Macken,  which  land  William  Mt.  Mack- 
en  and  Jennet  his  wife  conveyed  to  John  Garrett,  and 
which  John  Garrett  now  conveys  to  William  Cox. 
(Land,  part  of  the  Manor  of  Henning.) 

N.  1,  264.  25  Sept.  1741.  Benjamin  Fredd  of  New 
Garden,  Chester  co.,  yeoman,  and  Deborah  his  wife, 
convey  to  William  Cox,  yeoman,  land  that  was  former¬ 
ly  conveyed  by  William  Penn  to  his  daughter,  and  by 
the  daughter’s  attorney  to  Mt.  Macken,  and  by  him  to 
John  Garrett,  and  by  him  to  Benjamin  Fredd. 

N.  1,  281.  16  Nov.  1741.  William  Cox,  yeoman,  and 
Catherine,  is  wife  convey  to  John  Dixson,  part  of  the 
Penn  tract,  being  same  lands  conveyed  to  said  Cox,  by 
deed  N.  1,  264,  from  Benjamin  Fredd  and  wife.  This 
deed  is  signed  by  William  Cox,  not  by  mark. 

From:  North  Carolina  State  Department  of  Archives 
and  History,  Orange  County  Registration  of  Deeds 
1752-1793. 


Part  I 

Records  and  Deeds  of  William  Cox2  and  Sons 

Sept.  1755 — Deed  of  sale  from  William  Piggot  to  Wil¬ 
liam  Cox  for  180  acres  proved  by  Joseph  Maddock. 
Deed  of  sale  from  James  Dunney  to  William  Cox 
for  70  acres  proved  by  William  Reed. 

Sept.  1758 — Deed  of  sale  from  Earl  of  Granville  to  Wil¬ 
liam  Cox  for  375  acres  proved. 

Mar.  1759 — Deed  of  sale  from  Harmon  Cox  to  Isaac  Var- 
non  for  479  acres  proved. 

Deed  of  sale  from  Hugh  Smith  to  William  Cox  for 
428  acres  proved. 

Deed  of  sale  from  William  Cox  to  Harmon  Cox  for 
375  acres  proved  by  James  Nicholson. 
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Mar.  1759 — Deed  of  sale  from  William  Cox  to  Tilmar 
Cobb  for  75  acres  proved. 

Deed  of  sale  from  William  Cox  to  George  Pauley 
for  375  acres  proved. 

Deed  from  William  Cox  to  James  Nicholson  for  375 
acres  proved  by  Joshua  Grigg. 

Dec.  1759 — Deed  of  sale  from  William  Cox  to  James 
Few  for  2  acres  proved. 

Nov.  1760 — Deed  of  sale  from  Peter  Youngblood  to  Wil¬ 
liam  Cox  for  100  acres  ack’d. 

Nov.  1761 — Deed  of  sale  from  William  Cox  to  John 
Wood  for  70  acres  ack’d. 

Nov.  1763 — Deed  of  sale  from  William  Cox  to  Fredrick 
Sypart  for  205  acres  proved  by  Peter  Craven. 

Deed  of  sale  from  John  Grigg  to  William  Cox  for 
480  acres  ack’d. 


Part  II 

May  1764 — Deed  of  sale  from  William  Cox  to  Charles 
Johnson  for  350  acres  proved  by  Benjamin  Saxon. 
Deed  of  sale  from  William  Cox  to  Phebe  Allen  for 
240  acres  proved  by  Adam  Moffet. 

Deed  of  sale  from  William  Cox  to  Solomon  Cox  for 
235  acres  proved  by  Joseph  Conner. 

Nov.  1764 — Deed  from  Earl  of  Granville  to  Harman  Cox 
for  665  acres  proved. 

May  1765 — Deed  of  sale  from  Thomas  Cox  to  Jacob 
Grigg  for  179  acres  proved  by  Wm.  Moffitt. 

Aug.  1765 — Deed  from  Earl  of  Granville  to  William  Cox 
for  352  acres  proved. 

Deed  from  Earl  of  Granville  to  Thomas  Cox  for  400 
acres  proved. 

Deed  from  Earl  of  Granville  to  Samuel  Cox  for  430 
acres  proved. 
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William  Cox2  became  by  grants  and  purchase  the 
owner  of  a  very  large  estate,  and  with  the  holdings  of 
his  sons,  who  also  received  grants,  must  have  owned  a 
large  part  of  the  section  where  they  settled. 

William  Cox2  and  his  five  sons  were  loyal  Quakers 
and  sturdy  pioneers  with  a  deep  love  for  liberty,  but 
they  would  not  hesitate  to  contend  for  their  rights,  even 
to  resort  to  force,  if  it  became  necessary,  even  though 
their  Meetings  forbade  such  actions. 

William2  and  his  sons  were  Regulators,  a  body  of 
citizens  who  under  the  name  of  Regulators,  were  trying 
to  obtain  less  extortionate  fees  from  the  king’s  officers. 
This  movement  grew  until  in  1771  Tyron  who  was  the 
King’s  Governor  at  this  time,  decided  to  send  Militia  to 
put  down  this  resistance  to  the  King. 

William  Cox2  died  in  1767  before  the  battle  of  Ala¬ 
mance  took  place,  and  his  will  is  recorded  in  Orange 
County,  N.  C.,  in  December  of  1767  follows: 

Will 

IN  THE  NAME  OF  GOD  AMEN.  I  William  Cox  of 
Orange  County,  in  the  province  of  North  Carolina — Be¬ 
ing  sick  in  Body  but  in  perfect  Senses,  praised  be  God, 
Do  make  this  my  last  will  &  Testament 

Imprimis,  I  give  to  my  son  Harmon  Cox,  that  whole 
tract  of  Land,  on  the  East  side  of  Deep  River,  whereon 
he  now  lives  to  him  &  his  heirs  forever. 

Item.  I  give  to  my  son  William  Cox,  that  whole  tract 
of  Land,  called  the  Therehill  or  Thitherhill  on  the  west 
side  of  Deep  River  -  to  him  &  his  Heirs  forever. 

Item.  I  give  to  my  son  John  Cox,  part  of  the  tract  of 
Land  I  now  live  on,  Beginning  for  the  Division,  between 
him  &  my  son  Thomas,  at  a  Sycamore  or  Button  wood 
tree,  on  the  River  bank  a  little  below  my  fence  marked 
with  three  notches  on  the  West  side  of  the  River  from 
thence  Running  West,  till  it  comes  to  a  Hollow,  Lead¬ 
ing  down  to  the  Mill  Creek,  thence  Down  the  said  Hol¬ 
low  about  twenty  poles  to  the  Mill  Creek,  thence  up  & 
with  the  Creek,  till  it  entersect  a  West  Line  thence 
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along  the  line  North  to  the  River  thence  Down  the 
River  to  the  Beginning,  as  also  that  Whole  tract  of  Land 
lying  in  the  Mill  Creek  containing  two  Hundred  & 
twenty-five  acres  above  William  McFarsons  Land,  both 
which,  Pieces  of  Land,  I  give  unto  my  said  son  John,  to 
him  &  his  heirs  forever. 

Item.  I  give  to  my  son  Solomon  Cox,  that  whole  tract 
of  Land  lying  on  little  Brush  Creek  where  Benjamin — 
William’s  formerly  lived,  where  my  son  Solomon  now 
lives  to  him  &  his  heirs  forever. 

Item.  I  give  to  my  son  Thomas  Cox  the  Remaining  part 
of  the  aforesaid  tract  of  Land,  I  now  live  on,  Divided 
from  my  son  John  by  a  West  line  from  the  Sycamore 
as  aforesaid,  having,  the  Lower  end  including  Mills  & 
Improvements  there  as  also  One  hundred  &  Eighty 
Acres  out  of  the  tract  my  Brothers  formerly  lived.  Be¬ 
ginning  at  the  Original — Beginning  W.  O.  tree  Running 
thence  West  thirty-five  Chains,  or  one  hundred  &  forty 
poles  to  the  Corner  thence  East  one  hundred  &  Eighty 
four  poles.  Thence,  South  fifty-five  &  a  half  pole,  Thence 
East  One  hundred  &  fifty  six  pole  to  the  line  of  the  whole 
Tract.  Then  North  along  the  said  line  One  hundred  & 
fifteen  pole  &  a  half  to  the  first  corner  W.  O.  thence 
West,  two  hundred  pole  to  the  first  beginning,  to  him 
&  his  heirs  forever. 

Item.  I  give  to  my  five  sons:  Harmon,  William,  John, 
Solomon,  &  Thomas  two  tenths  of  the  land  &  mines  & 
tools,  Equally  Divided,  lying  on  Crawfords  Road  on  the 
Round  Mountain  to  them  &  their  heirs  forever. 

Item.  I  leave  to  my  Daughter  Rebecca  Dixon  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania  five  Shillings  Sterling. 

Item.  I  leave  to  my  Daughter  Mary  Lindley  wife  to 
James  Lindley  five  Shillings  Sterling. 

Item.  I  leave  the  living  stock  as  they  now  are  with 
those  that  has  them  a  keeping. 

Item.  I  leave  my  Daughter  Martha  Ferrel  wife  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Ferrel  three  pounds.  Item.  I  leave  my  Daughter 
Marjory  Nicholas  wife  of  Isaac  Nicholas  three  pounds. 
Item.  I  leave  my  Daughter  Catherine  Hunt  wife  to 
Elezor  Hunt  three  pounds. 
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Item.  I  leave  to  each  of  my  five  sons:  Harmon,  William, 
John,  Solomon,  &  Thomas,  three  pounds  each. 

Item.  I  leave  the  rest  of  my  Estate  both  real  &  per¬ 
sonal  in  this  province  or  elsewhere,  Lands,  Goods  & 
other  Effects  after  the  payment  of  my  Just  Debts,  to 
the  Disposal  of  my  Executors  &  I  do  appoint  my  trusty 
&  well  beloved  Son  &  Cousin,  William  Cox  &  Isaac  Cox, 
my  sole  Executors  of  this  my  last  will  &  Testament. 

In  Witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  & 
Seal,  this  20th  Day  of  the  first  month  1767. 

Sealed  Declared  &  Published 

by  the  within  named  William  W.  C.  (Seal) 

Cox  for  his  last  will  & 

Testament  in  the  presence 

of  us . 

John  Cox 
William  Moffitt 
John  Allen 

At  an  Inferior  Court  of  Pleas  &  Quarter  Sessions 
begun  &  held  for  the  County  of  Orange  at  Hillsborough, 
the  Second  Tuesday  in  February  in  the  Year  of  our 
Lord  One  thousand  Seven  hundred  &  Sixty-Seven .... 
....Present  his  Majesties  Justices  etc.,  this  Will  was 
Exhibited  in  Open  Court  &  Duly  proved  by  the  Oaths 
of  William  Moffitt,  &  John  Allen  &  Ordered  to  be  Re¬ 
corded. 

Test 

Francis  Nash  CC 


The  Regulators 

When  William  Cox2  and  his  family  moved  to  North 
Carolina  in  the  1750’s,  and  settled  on  what  is  described 
as  Deep  River  and  Broad  Mouth  Creek  in  what  at  that 
time  was  Orange  County,  this  section  was  frontier  sec¬ 
tion  of  North  Carolina  and  was  subject  to  the  Crown  of 
England  and  was  ruled  by  a  Governor  appointed  by 
the  King  of  England,  and  as  time  went  on  and  settlers 
came  and  opened  up  the  country,  and  the  settlers  be¬ 
came  better  fixed,  the  Governor  appointed  by  the  King 
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over  this  section  became  more  arrogant  and  oppressive 
with  burdensome  laws  and  taxes,  until  the  settlers 
sought  to  get  some  relief  from  these  burdens  through 
a  mutual  banding  together  of  the  community,  and 
through  this  organization  to  try  to  get  some  relief  for 
themselves.  This  organization  became  known  as  “The 
Regulators,”  but  it  seemed  as  the  Regulators  grew  in 
numbers  the  hardships  put  on  them  got  heavier  by  the 
Governors,  and  as  these  settlers  coming  from  an  old 
country  where  the  rule  of  Kings  had  become  irksome 
and  burdensome,  to  a  new  frontier  in  a  new  country, 
they  began  to  feel  and  cherish  the  thoughts  of  liberty, 
and  consequently  they  were  making  the  task  of  enforc¬ 
ing  the  decrees  of  the  Governor  difficult  by  resistance 
to  his  decrees  and  clashes  frequently  occurred. 

Tyron  who  was  Governor  at  this  time  decided  to 
send  the  militia  to  put  down  this  resistance  to  his 
authority,  which  move  resulted  in  the  battle  of  the 
Alamance  on  May  16th,  1771. 

William  Cox2  and  all  of  his  sons  were  Regulators, 
but  William2  passed  on  in  1767  before  the  battle  of  Ala¬ 
mance  took  place  but  it  is  certain  that  all  of  his  sons 
took  part  in  this  battle,  so  we  find  our  ancestors  fighting 
for  freedom  some  four  to  five  years  before  the  Declara¬ 
tion  of  Independence  was  signed,  and  the  following 
war  of  the  Revolution  was  fought  and  won. 

Regulators  Protest  To  The  Governor: 

20  Aug.  1766.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Neighborhood  of 
Deep  River,  it  was  unanimously  agreed  to  appoint  Wil¬ 
liam  Cox3  and  William  Moffit  to  attend  a  general  meet¬ 
ing  on  the  first  Monday  before  Nov.  Court  at  Maddox 
Mill. 

30  Apr.  1768.  Regulators  advertisement  No.  8,  sign¬ 
ed  by  William  Cox3,  Simon  Dixon.  They  petition  the 
Court  the  same  day  and  Solomon  Cox3  is  a  signer  of 
the  petition. 

21  May  1768.  Wm.  Moffitt,  William  Cox  3,  Herman 
Cox,  et  al.,  appointed  to  draw  up  a  petition  of  Regula- 
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tors  and  to  meet  at  house  of  Harmon  Cox  on  Deep 
River. 

7  May  1768.  William  Cox3  testifies  at  Orange  Court 
that  he  paid  2  lbs.  10s.  4d.,  for  letters  of  Administration, 
last  February,  was  a  year  at  Court  and  never  has  re¬ 
ceived  them  although  application  has  been  made  by 
sundry  messengers  for  them.  (This  is  evidently  his 
father’s  estate.) 

The  Regulators  met  the  Militia  on  the  Alamance 
River  and  according  to  account  of  the  battle  by  Acure 
Ashe  in  his  history  of  North  Carolina  the  battle  oc¬ 
curred  on  May  16,  1771.  The  Militia  numbered  about 
1100  men  and  were  well  equipped  with  arms  and  am¬ 
munition  and  well  officered,  and  while  the  Regulators 
outnumbered  the  Militia  about  two  to  one,  half  of  them 
were  not  armed,  and  they  had  no  officers  and  very 
limited  supply  of  ammunition.  The  Regulators  asked  for 
time  to  study  the  Governor’s  demands  but  the  officer  of 
the  Militia  fearing  the  Regulators  might  use  this  time 
for  a  flank  movement  on  his  men,  ordered  them  to  start 
shooting.  The  battle  lasted  several  hours  before  the 
Regulators  ran  out  of  ammunition  when  they  had  to 
give  in.  Twelve  of  the  leaders  of  the  Regulators  were 
immediately  arrested  and  taken  to  Ashboro  and  tried 
for  Treason  and  all  found  guilty.  Six  were  immediately 
hanged,  four  of  whose  names  are  known,  two  are  not 
known,  the  known,  who  were  hanged  were  Benjamin 
Merrill,  Robert  Materer,  Captain  Messer,  and  James 
Few.  The  other  six  secured  reprieves  and  were  finally 
pardoned  by  the  King.  These  were  Forrester  Mercer, 
James  Stewart,  James  Emmerson,  Harmon  Cox,  Wil¬ 
liam  Brown,  and  James  Copeland.  The  killed  and 
wounded  in  this  battle  were  about  equal.  It  is  stated 
by  Ashe  that  the  Regulators  had  not  anticipated  any 
battle  but  were  making  a  show  of  protest  for  the  injus¬ 
tices  of  the  Crown  to  them  by  Governor  Tyron. 

The  children  of  William2  and  Catherine  Cox  born  in 
New  Castle  County,  Delaware,  near  the  present  town  of 
Hockessin:  They  were  boys:  Harmon,  William,  John, 
Solomon,  Thomas,  girls:  Rebecca,  Mary,  Martha.  Mar¬ 
gery,  and  Catherine. 
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From:  Encyclopedia  of  American  Quakers  (William 
Wade  Henshaw)  Vol.  1,  Records  that 

Catherine  Cox  was  received  by  the  Cane  Creek 

M  M  N.  C,.  from  Newark  MM,  Pa.  on  1-8-1752 

William  Cox3  received  from  same  Meeting  on 

2-3-1753 

Solomon3  and  Thomas3  from  same  Meeting  on 

10-6-1753 

Harmon3  from  Fairfax,  Va.  M  M  on  4-6-1754 

John3  on  1-11-1755 

All  of  William2  and  Catherine’s  family  removed  to 
Cane  Creek  or  in  that  vicinity  except  Rebecca  who  mar¬ 
ried  John  Dixon  and  stayed  in  Pennsylvania. 

The  children  of  William2  and  Catherine  Cox  and 
their  families  as  far  as  is  known  are  as  follows: 

I.  Rebecca,  b  about  1717;  Newark  in  Kennett  Meet¬ 
ing,  granted  marriage  certificate  to  John  Dixon  (son  of 
Henry  and  Ruth  Dixon  of  Mill  Creek  Hundred,  and 
Rebecca  Cox,  (daughter  of  William  and  Catherine  Cox 
of  Mill  Creek  Hundred)  26-3m-1742.  William  and  Cath¬ 
erine  Cox  were  the  only  Coxes  present.  John  Dixon 
was  born  16-llm-1716.  Rebecca  was  still  living  in 
Pennsylvania  in  1767.  Their  Children  were: 

1.  Hannah  Dixon,  b  1742-12-24,  d  1760,  ae.  18 

2.  Catherine  Dixon,  b  1744-8-15,  d  1768 

3.  Henry  Dixon,  b  1746-5-28 

4.  Ruth  Dixon,  b  1748-11-2,  d  1766,  ae.  18 

5.  Joshua  Dixon,  b  1750-8-9 

6.  Rebecca  Dixon,  b  1752-12-8 

7.  Mary  Dixon,  b.  1754-10-5,  d  1763,  ae.  9 

8.  John  Dixon,  b  1756-6-10 

9.  Elizabeth  Dixon,  b  1758-3-30,  d  1767,  ae.  9 

10.  Samuel  Dixon,  b  1760-8-22,  d  1762,  ae.  2 

11.  Martha  Dixon,  b  1763-8-20,  d  1767,  ae.  4 

Joshua  Dixon  the  fifth  child  of  John  and  Rebecca 
Dixon  b  in  1750.  m  Dinah  Battin  and  moved  to  Clinton 
County,  Ohio. 

His  daughter  Rachel  Dixon  m  Benjamin  Hannah 
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and  their  son  Leonard  Hannah  m  Samantha  Converse 
and  their  son  was  Mark  A.  Hannah  who  was  a  United 
States  Senator  during  the  McKinley  administration. 

II.  Mary,  b  about  1719;  m  James  Lindley,  5-5m-1753, 
the  same  day  that  Newark  in  Kennett  granted  a  certi¬ 
ficate  to  her  brothers,  Solomon  and  Thomas  Cox,  one 
was  granted  to  a  Mary  Cox  to  Cane  Creek.  “She  being 
likewise  clear  from  all  marriage  engagement  as  far  as 
we  can  find.”  This  is  probably  this  Mary  and  if  so  did 
not  marry  until  after  she  was  thirty. 

Following  up  James  Lindley  and  his  wife  Mary,  they 
are  reported  to  have  gone  to  South  Carolina  about  1766, 
and  Lindley  must  have  been  a  loyal  supporter  of  the 
Crown  of  England,  as  he  is  reported  to  have  been  a 
Captain  in  the  Tory  army  during  the  Revolution.  Near 
the  close  of  the  war  he  fled  to  North  Carolina  and  from 
there  on  into  Virginia  on  New  River,  where  he  was 
followed  by  two  men  from  Chatham  County,  N.  C.,  and 
murdered. 

III.  Martha  b  about  1721;  m  William  Ferrill  24-4m- 
1744.  Their  marriage  certificate  was  signed  by  William 
Cox,  Catherine  Cox,  Harmon  Cox.  7-7m-1752,  a  certi¬ 
ficate  was  granted  Wm.  Ferrill  and  Martha  his  wife  to 
Carvers  Creek  Monthly  Meeting,  North  Carolina.  “He 
also  hath  a  gift  in  the  ministry,”  “Their  children  being 
small.”  (Newark  in  Kennett  Records.) 

IV.  Harmon,  b  about  1723,  (the  Regulator) ;  m  Jane 
. With  Isaac  Nichols,  he  was  granted  a  certi¬ 
ficate  to  Hopewell  Meeting  30-7m-1743.  (Kennett  Meet¬ 
ing.)  Harmon  Cox  produced  a  certificate  from  Monthly 
Meeting  in  Fairfax,  Va.,  accepted  2-3m-1753.  (Cane 
Creek  record.)  Children  were: 

1.  Hannah,  b  about  1750.  m  Holly  Springs  M  M, 
7-12m-1775,  Samuel  Allen,  son  of  John,  dec’d 

2.  Thomas,  b  about  1753;  m  at  Holly  Springs,  17- 
5m-1778,  Amy  Cox,  dau.  of  Benjamin  and  Martha 
(Garretson  Cox.  Children  (Cox ,  Mary,  m  Wm. 
Moffet;  William,  m  Mary  Jones,  and  probably 
others 
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3.  Rebecca,  b  about  1755;  m  Holly  Springs,  20-7m- 
1775,  Benjamin  Cox,  Jr.,  son  of  Benjamin  and 
Martha  (Garretson)  Cox.  Wit.:  Martha,  Ruth, 
Thomas,  William,  Hannah,  Benjamin,  Harman, 
Jane,  (all  Cox)  and  Amy  Wierman 

4.  Harmon,  Jr.,  b  2-10m-1757;  m  at  Holly  Springs. 
15-4m-1779,  Catherine,  dau.  of  Samuel  and  Han¬ 
nah  Cox.  Children  (Cox),  Samuel,  b  l-llm-1780; 
Hannah,  b  2-3m-1781  (  sic) . 

5.  William,  b  about  1760;  m  Holly  Springs,  9-lm- 
1783,  Phebe,  dau.  of  Isaac  and  Phebe  (Allen)  Cox 

6.  Nathan,  b  about  1763;  m.  Holly  Springs  16-4m- 
1798,  Catherine  Moffett,  dau.  of  William  and 
Mary  Moffett 

7.  Jane,  b  about  1765;  m.  Holly  Springs  25-9m- 
1787.  Henry  Bronson,  son  of  Levi  and  Mary  Bron¬ 
son 

8.  Jacob,  b  about  1767;  m  Holly  Springs  22-12-1791, 
Hannah  Moffett,  dau.  of  William  and  Marv  Mof¬ 
fett. 

V.  Margarery,  b  about  1724;  “Margery  Cox  of  Mill 
Creek  Hundred  married  26-3m-1742,  Isaac  Nichols  of 
Hockessing.”  Removed  with  husband  and  brother  Har¬ 
mon  to  Hopewell  M.  M.,  30-7m-1743. 

VI.  William3  b.  about  1726;  m  (Int.  declared  6-9m- 

1753)  Juliatha  Carr.  She  was  given  a  certificate  from 
Cane  Creek  to  Gunpowder  Meeting  in  1753.  He  was 
given  a  certificate  by  Newark  in  Kennett,  to  Cane  Creek 
7-7m-1752,  “and  likewise  he  was  clear  of  any  marriage 
engagements  as  far  as  we  know.”  (Guilford  Co.,  Deeds, 
1.  58.)  16  July  1771,  William  Cox:  and  Juliatha  his 

wife  of  Guilford  Co.,  sell  to  John  Pickrell,  land  in  Guil¬ 
ford  granted  to  Peter  Youngblood  and  from  him  to  Wil¬ 
liam  Cox,  8  May  1761.  Rebecca,  Benjamin,  Catherine 
and  Juliatha  Cox  obtained  certificates  from  Cane  Creek 
to  New  Garden  M.  M.  5-12m-1778.  These  were  children 
of  William  and  Juliatha  Cox. 

VII.  John,  “son  of  William  &  Kathrine  Cox  was 
born  in  New  Castle  Co.  upon  Delaware  25th  day  of  4th 
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mo.  1728.  Mary  Cox,  his  wife,  daughter  of  Nathaniel 
and  Hannah  Scarlett  was  born  in  Chester  Co.  on  or 
about  23rd  day  of  12  mo.  1732.”  They  were  married  22- 
5m-1755,  Londongrove,  Pa.  She  died  at  Cane  Creek 
22-6m-1796.  Children: 

1.  Nathaniel,  b  5-4m-1756,  Orange  Co.,  N.  C.;  m 
20-5m-1779,  Ruth  Cox,  dau.  Benjamin  and  Martha 
(Garretson)  Cox 

2.  William,  b  12-llm-1757,  Orange  Co. 

3.  Lydia,  b  8-llm-1758,  Orange  Co. 

4.  Hannah,  b  20-4m-1761,  Orange  Co.;  m  Holly 
Springs  21-llm-1791,  David  Andrews,  son  of  Rob¬ 
ert  and  Sarah  Andrews 

5.  Eli,  b  ll-3m-1765,  Orange  Co.;  m  Holly  Springs 
23-2m-1792,  Margaret  Brown,  dau.  Thomas  and 
Lurinah  Brown 

6.  John,  b  14-10m-1767,  Orange  Co. 

7.  Solomon,  b  12-7m-1771,  Guildford  Co. 

8.  Mary,  b  17-3m-1774,  Guildford  Co. 

9.  Joel,  b  7-7m-1778 

VIII.  Solomon,  b  about  1730;  m  Naomi  . 

IX.  Cathrine,  b  about  1732;  m  (Int.  declared  Cane 
Creek.  4-llm-1752)  Eleazer  Hunt.  Certificate  for  Kath¬ 
erine  Cox  from  Newark  to  Cane  Creek,  3m-1752,  “She 
was  clear  upon  ye  account  of  Marriage  engagements.” 

X.  Thomas  Cox,  the  youngest  son  of  William  and 
Catherine  Cox  was  born  near  Hockessin  Delaware  about 
1736  and  he  with  his  brother  Solomn  emmigrated  to 
Orange  County,  N.  C.,  in  1753,  bringing  their  certificate 
from  Newark  M  M  in  Kennett,  Pa.,  to  the  Cane  Creek 
M  M  in  North  Carolina. 

Thomas  married  Sarah  Davis,  daughter  of  Charles 
and  Hannah  Davis  in  1760.  Thomas  was  a  miller  by 
trade  and  inherited  his  father’s  mill  and  home  place. 

Their  children  were: 

1.  Thomas,  Jr.,  who  married  Sarah  Hussey  in  1788 

2.  William  married  Lydia  Bronson,  dau.  of  Levi 
and  Mary  Bronson.  He  also  married  2nd  Eliza¬ 
beth  Hinshaw,  dau.  of  Elizabeth  and  Absalom 
Hinshaw 
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3.  Stephen,  m  Hannah . 

4.  Charles,  m  Amy  Barker,  dau.  of  Nocholas  and 
Hannah  Barker 

5.  Mary,  m  Elisha  Kenworthy,  son  of  David  and 
Thaner  Kenworthy 

6.  Sarah,  m  John  Hussey,  son  of  Stephen  and 
Martha  Hussey 

7.  Hannah,  m  Hugh  Moffitt 

His  son  Thomas,  who  married  Sarah  Hussey  in  1788, 
with  his  wife  and  the  following  children:  Mary,  Steph¬ 
en,  Martha,  Thomas,  Aaron.  Joshua  and  Catherine  along 
with  his  father  Thomas  and  mother  Sarah,  moved  to 
Clinton  County,  Ohio  in  1807. 

Thomas  Jr.’s  son  Aaron  married  16-11-1825  Mary 
Bailey,  dau.  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  Bailey,  and  their 

son  C.  E.  Cox  married  Emma . and  they  moved 

to  near  Indianapolis,  Indiana.  This  son,  C.  E.  Cox.  was 
an  attorney  and  was  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Indiana  from  1910  to  1916. 

Thomas  Cox,  Jr.,  along  with  his  seven  children  and 
his  father  and  mother  were  received  at  Miami  MM  in 
Ohio  from  Cane  Creek  M  M  in  North  Carolina  on  16-1- 
1808,  certificate  dated  5-9-1807. 

Thomas  Cox,  Sr.,  died  in  1809,  at  the  age  of  73. 

Sarah  his  wife,  died  2-2-1813,  and  was  hurried  at 
Clear  Creek. 


Solomon  Cox3 

Solomon  Cox3,  the  fourth  son  of  William  and  Cath¬ 
erine  Cox  came  to  the  Cole  Creek  section  in  Virginia 
and  built  a  cabin  about  the  year  1773,  and  became  the 
founder  of  the  Cox  family  in  this  section. 

Solomon  was  born  near  Hockessin,  Delaware  about 
1730,  and  died  in  Ross  County,  Ohio  in  1812,  at  the  home 
of  his  son  Joseph  Cox.  He  was  married  between  1753 

and  1760  to  Naomi . who  died  after  1795  and 

before  1799. 

With  John,  Harmon,  Naomi,  and  Hannah  Cox,  Solo¬ 
mon3  witnessed  a  marriage  at  Cane  Creek  in  1761.  He 
received  land  from  his  father  William3  in  1767.  In  1768 
he  appeared  in  trouble,  singing  a  petition  with  the  Reg- 
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ulators  on  the  30th  of  April,  in  that  year  and  having 
a  claim  in  court  in  1773.  It  is  difficult  to  trace  the  move¬ 
ments  of  Solomon  from  the  time  he  built  his  first  cabin 
in  Virginia  until  after  the  Revolutionary  War,  but  it  is 
certain  that  he  spent  some  time  in  North  Carolina  with 
his  relatives,  and  he  also  spent  some  time  down  there 
after  the  death  of  his  wife,  before  going  to  his  son 
Joseph-*  in  Ohio,  however,  during  these  years  he  had 
secured  land  in  Virginia  on  the  waters  of  Chestnut 
Creek,  and  also  Wilson  and  Crooked  Creek  as  his  deeds 
will  show. 

David  Fanning,  a  noted  Tory  during  the  Revolution, 
in  his  diary  1775-1783,  speaks  of  the  battles  of  Cox’s 
Mills.  Whether  Solomon  Cox2  was  there  at  this  time 
and  took  part  in  these  battles  is  not  known,  but  it  is  a 
well  established  tradition  that  he  fought  in  the  battle  of 
Kings  Mountain  in  North  Carolina  in  1780. 

The  following  is  taken  from  the  diary  of  the  late 
R.  E.  Cox:  “The  writer  born  in  1870  has  often  as  a  boy, 
heard  his  Grandfather  Jeremiah  Cox5  (1804-1883)  tell 
stories  of  the  hardships  and  privations  that  had  been 
told  in  his  presence  by  the  soldiers  of  the  Revolution. 
Among  others,  one  was  a  story  told  by  his  own  Grand¬ 
father  Solomon  Cox3  (1730-1812)  of  his  own  activities 
in  the  struggle.  The  writer’s  Grandfather  Jeremiah 
Cox5  said  that  his  grandfather,  Solomon  Cox3  fought 
in  the  battle  of  Kings  Mountain  in  North  Carolina,  and 
as  they  advanced  on  the  enemy  the  man  next  to  him 
was  killed.  Things  like  this  make  a  lasting  impression 
on  the  mind  of  a  boy  of  my  age  then,  which  must  have 
been  less  that  thirteen.  He  said  further  that  his  grand¬ 
father,  Solomon3  would  never  allow  his  name  to  be  en¬ 
rolled  as  a  soldier,  which  I  presume  was  due  to  his 
affiliation  with  the  Quaker  Meetings.” 

It  is  stated  that  after  the  battle  of  Alamance,  that  the 
Regulators  left  that  section  by  the  thousands,  and  it  was 
perhaps  in  this  migration  that  solomon  Cox3  came  to 
the  Cole  Creek  section  of  Virginia  and  built  his  cabin. 
He  applied  for  a  grant  of  land  on  Cole  Creek  inl783, 
which  grant  was  approved,  but  the  grant  was  not  issued 
until  1793. 
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The  original  parchment,  signed  by  Richard  Henry 
Lee,  the  Governor  of  Virginia  at  that  time,  is  still  in 
existance,  and  is  owned  by  the  heirs  of  the  late  R.  E.  Cox 
of  Galax,  Virginia,  who  also  possess  the  deed  of  gift 
from  Solomon  Cox;i  to  his  son  Enoch  Cox',  his  second 
oldest  son  of  this  same  property,  in  1799.  After  this  he 
went  back  to  North  Carolina  for  a  while,  and  then  went 
to  Ross  County,  Ohio,  where  his  son  Joseph'  had  gone 
earlier  and  died  there  in  1812. 

In  Holman’s  book  of  “ Scott's  Decendants”  she  writes 
“that  there  is  a  tradition  in  the  Cox  family  that  Solo¬ 
mon  Cox  went  to  western  Virginia  before  the  war, 
surveyed  a  plot  of  land  and  asked  for  a  grant  to  it  and 
made  up  his  mind  to  remove  there,  which  he  did  after 
the  close  of  the  memorable  struggle.  He  settled  on  a 
tract  of  land  which  may  have  been  a  grant  from  the 
government  or  which  he  may  have  purchased.” 

From  what  we  can  gather  from  the  movements  of 
Solomon  Cox  it  seems  that  he  did  not  settle  permanent¬ 
ly  in  Virginia  until  about  the  close  of  the  Revolution, 
but  made  frequent  trips  back  and  forth  from  the  Deep 
River  settlement  in  North  Carolina  to  Virginia,  and  the 
record  shows  that  two  and  maybe  more  of  his  family 
married  while  in  North  Carolina. 

There  is  in  the  clerk’s  office  in  Christiansburg,  Va., 
copy  of  a  grant  of  land  to  William  Cox  on  Chestnut 
Creek,  one  grant  calls  for  325  acres  on  both  sides  of 
Chestnut  Creek  and  the  grant  is  dated  Dec.  16th,  1773, 
and  survey  was  made  Mar.  27th,  1775.  The  other  grant 
calls  for  242  acres  on  both  sides  of  Chestnut  Creek  and 
was  granted  and  surveyed  on  same  date  as  the  other, 
however,  this  grant  mentions  bank  of  Glady  Fork  in  its 
boundary  calls.  Glady  Fork  Creek  empties  into  Chest¬ 
nut  Creek  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  creek  from  the 
grant  of  land  made  to  Solomon  Cox  in  1782.  There  is 
also  at  Christiansburg,  Va.,  copy  of  a  grant  to  Jessie  Cox 
of  360  acres  on  Crooked  Creek,  grant  issued  Sept.  9th, 
1782  and  surveyed  April  29th,  1783. 

Since  the  habit  of  the  Cox  families  seemed  to  be  to 
follow  each  other  when  they  moved  to  new  places,  the 
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above  may  tie  in  with  Solomon  Cox’s  coming  to  Vir¬ 
ginia,  as  a  further  search  of  records  might  show. 

Following  is  a  copy  of  his  deeds  and  will: 

Gilford  County,  deeds,  1:340  27th  July  1774,  Solomon 
Cox3  and  Naomi  his  wife,  of  Gilford  Co.  N.  C.,  convey 
to  Walter  Ashmore  of  Ashton  Co.,  N.  C.,  for  300  lbs. 
Proclamation  Money,  land  in  Guilford  Co.,  N.  C.,  on  the 
fork  of  Richland  Creek,  the  waters  of  Deep  River,  join¬ 
ing  to  Stephen  Hussey  &  to  the  land  that  belonged  to 
Thomas  Cox  deceased,  237  acres,  it  being  part  of  the 
tract  granted  to  Benjamin  Ellis  by  the  Earl  of  Granville, 
25  Dec.  1761  and  conveyed  by  Ellis  to  Solomon  Cox,  20 
July  1765.  Signed,  Solomon  Cox,  Naomi  Cox. 

Wythe  Co.,  Va.,  Deeds,  1:  103.  1  May  1792.  Solomon 
Cox  of  Wythe  Co.,  Va.,  conveys  to  David  Pugh  of  Frank¬ 
lin  Co.,  Va.,  a  tract  of  land  containing  330  acres  in  the 
county  of  Wythe  on  the  waters  of  Wilson  Creek,  a 
branch  of  New  River.  Signed,  Solomon  Cox,  Naomi 
Cox.  Wit.  Enoch  Osborn,  Shadrick,  Greear,  Samuel 
Cox. 

1:  352.  “Solomon  Cox  and  wife  to  David  Pugh.  The 
Commonwealth  of  Virginia  to  Enock  Osborn  and  Shad- 
rack  Greear,  Gentlemen  Justices  of  Grayson  County, 
Greeting.  Whereas  Solomon  Cox  and  Neomi  his  wife 
by  their  .  .  .  indenture  .  .  .  bearing  date  the  1st  day  of 
May  1792  .  .  .  sold  unto  David  Pugh  330  acres  of  land 
...  in  the  county  of  Grayson  formerly  Wythe  and 
whereas  the  said  Neomi  cannot  conveniently  travel  to 
our  county  court  of  Wythe  to  make  her  acknowledge¬ 
ment  of  the  said  conveyance  .  .  .  we  do  give  you  power 
to  receive  the  acknowledgement  which  the  said  Neomi 
shall  be  willing  to  make  before  you  .  .  .  and  we  do 
therefore  require  you  that  you  do  go  personally  to  the 
said  Naomi  and  receive  her  acknowledgement  and  ex¬ 
amine  her  privily  and  apart  from  the  said  Solomon  Cox 
her  husband  whether  she  doth  the  same  freely  &  vol¬ 
untarily  without  his  persuasion  &  threats”,  eac.  15  Apr. 
1795.  They  certify  to  her  acknowledgement  and  that 
she  consents  to  have  the  deed  recorded,  22  Apr.  1795. 
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Grant  to  Solomon  Cox,  signed  by  Lee  1  Apr.  1793. 
“Henry  Lee  Esquire,  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Virginia,  to  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come, 
Greeting:  Know  ye,  that  by  Virtue  of  part  of  a  Land 
Office  Treasury  Warrant  Number  Seventeen  thousand 
three  hundred  and  twenty  four  issued  the  twenty  fifth 
da}7  of  June  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty 
three,  there  is  granted  .  .  .  unto  Solomon  Cox  a  certain 
Tract  or  Parcel  of  Land,  containing  five  hundred  and 
forty  acres  .  .  .  lying  and  being  in  the  County  of  Mont¬ 
gomery  on  Cole  Creek  a  branch  of  Chestnut  Creek  a 
branch  of  New  Rives,”  etc. 

Deed  from  Solomon  to  Enoch  Cox.  “This  indenture 
made  the  twelvth  day  of  January  in  the  year  .  .  .  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine  between  Solo¬ 
mon  Cox  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina  and  County  of 
Chatham  of  the  one  part  and  Enoch  Cox  of  the  State  of 
Virginia  and  County  of  Grayson  of  the  other  part.  Wit 
nesseth  That  the  above  Solomon  Cox  for.  .  .  Ninety 
Nine  dollars  to  him  in  hand  paid  by  the  above  named 
Enoch  Cox  .  .  .  doth  .  .  .  sell  .  .  .  unto  Enoch  Cox 
.  .  .  One  Certain  tract  or  parcel  of  land  in  the  State 
of  Virginia  and  County  of  Grayson,  formerly  part  of 
Montgomery,  containing  five  hundred  and  forty  Acres 
on  Cole  Creek  a  branch  of  Chestnut  Creek  a  branch  of 
New  River  ...”  Signed  by  Solomon  Cox,  witnessed  by 
Samuel  Cox,  John  Dixon  et  al.  (Naomi  does  not  sign 
and  it  is  probable  she  had  deceased.) 

When  Solomon  Cox  made  his  will  in  1810  he  was 
about  eighty  years  old  and  had  evidently  become  of  un¬ 
sound  mind.  It  is  probable  that  the  children  he  men¬ 
tions  are  correctly  named  and  that  he  had  any  others 
is  unlikely. 

Abstracted  from  the  records  of  Ross  County.  Ohio, 
by  the  Registrar  in  1919: 

“In  the  name  of  God  amen  I  Solomon  Cox  of  Ross 
County  &  State  of  Ohio  considering  the  uncertainty  of 
this  Mortal  life  &  being  of  sound  &  perfect  mind  &  mem¬ 
ory  Blessed  Be  Almight  God  for  the  same  doo  make  & 
publish  this  my  last  will  and  testament  in  manner  & 
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form  following  that  is  to  say:  First  it  is  my  will  and 
desire  that  immediately  after  my  decease  my  Executors 
hereafter  named  doo  collect  all  debts  due  &  oweing  to 
me  and  pay  all  my  just  debts  after  which  I  will  &  be¬ 
queath  unto  my  son  Solomon  one  tract  of  land  laying 
in  the  State  of  Verginnia  in  the  County  of  Greason  &  on 
the  waters  of  Chestnut  Creek  Itum  I  give  &  bequeath  to 
my  son  Enoch  one  hundred  dollars  &  to  my  daughter 
Catherine  one  hundred  dollars  and  to  my  daughter  Ruth 
one  hundred  dollars— and  to  Eli  Bray  one  hundred  dol¬ 
lars— And  to  the  widow  of  my  son  Samiel  ten  shillings 
— the  children  of  my  son  Somuel  hath  already  received 
one  hundred  &  eight  dollars  and  eighty  seven  cents 
which  is  their  full  share  of  my  Estate  at  present— and 
to  the  widow  of  my  son  William  ten  shillings  and  to  the 
children  of  my  son  William  one  hundred  dollars— To 
my  daughter  Mary  ten  shillings— and  to  the  Children  of 
my  daughter  Mary  one  hundred  dollars — and  to  my  son 
Joseph  one  hundred  dollars — and  to  my  grandson  Nath¬ 
an  Cox  fifty  dollars — and  to  my  son  Jesse  one  hundred 
dollars  and  all  the  rest  &  residue  of  my  Estate  of  what¬ 
soever  kind  It  may  be  or  where  ever  it  may  be  found 

And  lastly  I  doo  hereby  constitute  and  appoint  my 
son  in  law  William  Cox  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina 
&  Randolf  County  &  Eli  Bray  of  the  same  State  &  Coun¬ 
ty  Executors  of  my  affairs  which  may  be  to  settle  in  the 
State  of  North  Carrolinah:  and  my  grandson  Nathan 
Cox  and  William  Hixon  (Dixon?)  Executors  of  this  my 
last  will  and  testament  of  the  State  of  Ohio  revoking  all 
other  former  Wills  by  me  made  in  witness  whereof  I 
have  hereunto  set  my  hand  &  seal  this  thirteenth  day 
of  September  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  &  ten. 

Solomon  Cox  (Seal)” 

Wit: 

Joseph  Stretch 

Benjamin  Williams 

Thomas  Cox. 

(Labelled  on  outside.) 

‘Sol.  Cox  Will,  Deer  Term  1812.  Produced  to  Court  & 
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Set  aside,  Evidence  Testifying  that  Testator  was  not  of 
Sound  mind.” 

The  witnesses  themselves  testified  that  when  they 
witnessed  the  will  they  believed  Solomon  Cox  was  not 
of  sound  mind,  memory  and  judgment.  The  court  order¬ 
ed  the  will  filed  for  the  perusal  and  use  of  all  concerned 
or  interested. 

Chatham  County,  N.  C.,  deeds,  L,  283.  18  Apr.  1799. 
Solomon  Cox  of  Chatham  County,  N.  C.,  conveys  to 
William  Cox  of  Randolph  County,  N.  C.,  tract  of  land 
in  Chatham  County,  on  Little  Brush  Creek  on  Deep 
River,  containing  300  acres,  part  of  land  willed  to  the 
said  Solomon  Cox,  by  his  father  William  Cox,  who  ob¬ 
tained  the  same  from  the  Earl  of  Granville  by  grant 
dated  13  Nov.  1756. 

U,  283.  28  Aug.  1815.  Enoch  Cox  of  Grayson  County. 
Va.,  Wm.  Cox  and  Ruth  his  wife  of  Randolph  County, 
N.  C.,  and  Joseph  Cox  of  Ross  County,  Ohio,  they  being 
part  of  the  heirs  of  Solomon  Cox,  deceased  and  empow¬ 
ered  by  the  rest  of  the  heirs  and  by  law  to  dispose  of 
the  property,  convey  to  William  Cox,  Sr.,  a  parcel  of 
land  on  Little  Brush  Creek,  waters  of  Deep  River,  con 
taining  187  acres  more  or  less,  being  the  remaining  part 
of  a  tract  of  land  willed  to  Solomon  Cox  by  his  father 
William  Cox  and  decended  by  inheritance  to  the  afore¬ 
said  Enoch,  William  and  Ruth,  and  son  Joseph  and  the 
rest  of  the  heirs. 

Children  of  Solomon  Cox3  and  wife  Naomi: 

1.  Solomon,  b  about  1755 

2.  Enoch,  b  about  1757;  m  Mary  Mackey 

3.  Catherine,  b  about  1759 

4.  Ruth,  b  about  1761;  m  William  Cox,  son  of  Ben¬ 
jamin  and  Martha  (Garretson)  Cox,  children 
Amy,  Martha,  Mary,  Ruth,  William,  Catherine, 
Sally,  Joseph,  Solomon,  Jenny  and  Nancy;  she 
died  about  1839 

5.  *Samuel,  b  about  1763;  m  Lydia  Hadley  dau.  of 
Jerry  and  Mary  Hadley  at  Holly  Springs  M  M  in 
N.  C.  9-1-1783 

6.  William,  b  about  1764;  m  and  died  before  1810 
leaving  widow  and  children 
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This  picture  made  from  a  pen  drawing  of  the  old  Enoch  Cox,  Sr.,  cabins  by  Frank 
Cox,  son  of  R.  E.  Cox,  as  described  to  him  by  his  father,  R.  E.  Cox 


7.  Joseph,  b  about  1768,  went  to  Ross  County,  Ohio 

8.  Jessie,  b  about  1770,  went  to  Paint  township, 
Ross  County,  Ohio 

Cane  Creek  M  M  in  N.  C.  records  that  Mary  Bray 
(Nee)  Cox  m  out  4-9-1802.  This  was  doubtless  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Solomon  Cox. 


*  (It  is  not  clear  whether  the  Samuel  mentioned 
above  as  m  Lydia  Hadley  was  the  son  of  the  above 
Solomon  or  another  contemporary  Solomon  whose 
wife’s  name  was  Ruth). 

Enoch  Cox^  was  born  in  the  Deep  River  section  of 
Orange  County,  N.  C.,  about  1755-7  and  died  in  Grayson 
County,  Virginia,  March  28th,  1840.  He  married  about 
Jan.  1st,  1781  Mary  Mackey  of  the  Yadkin  River  settle¬ 
ment  in  North  Carolina. 

The  Cane  Creek  Meeting  records  in  North  Carolina 
records  that  Enoch  Cox^  married  out  l-9-178i  and  this 
is  assumed  to  be  the  correct  date  of  his  marriage.  He 
was  probably  disowned  by  the  Meeting  for  his  marriage 
out  and  we  have  found  no  record  where  he  was  ever 
received  back  into  the  Meetings. 

Enochs  evidently  married  Mary  Mackey  while  he 
was  living  in  North  Carolina  and  before  he  came  to 
Virginia,  and  settled  on  his  father’s  farm  on  Cile  Creek. 

Enochs  married  the  second  time  after  he  was  past 
seventy  years  old  Sally  Stoneman,  daughter  of  Joshua 
and  Elizabeth  Stoneman,  who  was  perhaps  in  her  thir¬ 
ties,  and  he  had  four  children  by  this  wife.  The  Stone- 
mans  were  members  of  the  Mt.  Pleasant  Meeting,  this 
Meeting  was  later  changed  to  Chestnut  Creek  Meeting, 
and  was  located  at  the  old  Quaker  Graveyard  near  the 
old  Cox  home. 

Enochs  and  his  wife  Mary  are  buried  in  the  old 

Quaker  Graveyard  and  their  grave  stones  read  as  fol¬ 
lows: 


Enoch  Cox,  Sr. 
died 

28th  Mar.,  1840 
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Mary  wife  of 
Enoch  Cox 
died  in  1829 
aged  76  years 

Following  is  a  copy  of  his  deeds  and  will: 

Grayson  County  Deeds,  1:  269.  24-9m-1799.  Enoch 
Cox  and  Mary  his  wife  of  the  County  of  Grayson,  con¬ 
vey  to  Benjamin  Hiett,  for  220  lbs.  200  acres  of  land  on 
Chestnut  Creek,  a  branch  of  New  River.  Signed  by 
Enoch  Cox,  Mary  Cox. 

7:489.  6  Oct.  1817.  Enoch  Cox  of  Grayson  Co.,  Va., 
William  Cox  of  Randolph  Co.,  N.  C.  and  Joseph  Cox  of 
Ross  Co.,  Ohio,  Convey  to  James  Moore  of  Grayson 
County,  as  agents  for  the  heirs  of  Solomon  Cox,  dec’d, 
land  in  Grayson  Co.  on  Goodson’s  Creek  a  branch  of 
Chestnut  Creek,  a  branch  of  New  River. 

4:69.  23  Apr.  1819.  Enoch  Cox,  Sen.,  conveys  to 
Enoch  Cox.  Jr.,  land  whereon  the  said  Enoch  Cox,  Sen., 
now  lives,  in  Grayson  Co.,  on  Cole  Creek,  a  branch  of 
Chestnut  Creek,  a  branch  of  New  River,  but  if  the  said 
Enoch  Cox,  Jr.,  should  die  without  an  heir  to  his  body 
then  the  land  to  revert  to  the  said  Enoch  Cox,  Sen., 
again. 

4:329.  Enoch  Cox,  Sen.,  of  Grayson  Co.  conveys  to 
Jesse  Cox  of  same  a  tract  of  land  in  Grayson  Co.,  on 
Crooked  Creek,  a  branch  of  New  River. 

7:49.  18  Apr.  1829.  Enoch  Cox,  Sen.,  of  Grayson 
County  conveys  to  son  Jeremiah  Cox,  land  where  “I 
now  live.” 

8: 13.  1  May  1838.  Enoch  Cox,  Sen.,  and  Sally  his  wife 
of  Grayson  Co.,  convey  land  to  John  K.  Simcox. 

At  the  time  Enoch  Cox  made  his  Will,  he  was  very 
old,  probably  about  eighty-one.  In  some  way  in  his  Will 
he  invalidated  the  title  of  the  property  conveyed  to 
Jeremiah  Cox  and  so  a  friendly  suit  was  taken  to  clear 
the  title. 

“I  Enoch  Cox  Sr  of  the  county  of  Grayson  and  com¬ 
monwealth  of  Virginia  being  this  day  weak  and  infirm 
but  of  sound  mind  and  memory  do  hereby  make  and 
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constitute  this  my  last  will  and  testament  in  manner 
and  form  following,  that  is  to  say:  1st  I  desire  that  all 
my  lawful  debts  and  funeral  expenses  be  first  paid. 
2ndly  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  eldest  daughter 
Ruth  Warren  (Daughter  of  my  former  wife)  one  Dol¬ 
lar  over  and  above  what  I  have  already  given  her.  3rdly 
I  give  unto  my  oldest  son  Nathan  Cox  (son  of  my  for¬ 
mer  wife)  one  Dollar  over  and  above  what  I  have  al¬ 
ready  given  him  heretofore.  4thly  I  give  unto  my  second 
son  Solomon  Cox  (son  of  my  former  wife)  one  Dollar 
over  and  above  what  I  have  given  him  heretofore.  5thly 
I  give  unto  my  third  son  Enoch  Cox  (son  of  my  former 
wife)  one  Dollar  over  and  above  what  I  have  already 
given  him.  6thly  I  give  unto  my  second  daughter  Polly 
Lovelady  (daughter  of  my  former  wife)  ten  Dollars 
over  and  above  what  I  have  given  her  heretofore.  7thly 
I  give  unto  my  fourth  son  Jesse  Cox  (son  of  my  former 
wife)  one  Dollar  over  and  above  what  I  havegiven  him 
heretofore.  8thly  I  give  unto  my  fifth  and  last  son  of 
my  wife,  Jeremiah  Cox,  two  hundred  acres  of  land  ly¬ 
ing  on  the  north  and  west  part  of  the  plantation  on 
which  I  now  live,  including  the  house  in  which  the  said 
Jeremiah  Cox  resides,  over  and  above  what  I  have  al¬ 
ready  given  him  heretofore.  9thly  My  will  is  that  all  my 
real  and  personal  estate  be  vested  in  the  hands  of  my 
last  wife  Sally  Cox  and  Mark  D.  Stoneman.  Both  my 
executors,  and  to  be  by  them  applied  in  the  best  and 
most  economical  manner,  for  raising  and  educating  my 
last  set  of  children,  namely  Joshua,  Elizabeth,  Nancy 
and  John  Cox,  infant  children  of  my  last  wife  Sally  Cox. 
lOthly  I  request  that  no  inventory  of  my  personal  es¬ 
tate  be  taken  and  appraised,  and  lastly  I  do  hereby  con¬ 
stitute  the  abovenamed  Sally  Cox  (my  wife)  and  Mark 
D.  Stoneman,  executors  of  my  last  will  and  testament 
revoking  all  other  or  former  wills  or  testaments  by  me 
heretofore  made.  In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto 
set  my  hand  and  affixed  my  seal  this  21st  of  the  3rd  mo. 
1840.”  Proved  at  the  April  term,  1840. 

Children  of  Enochs  and  Mary  (Mackey)  Cox: 

1.  Ruth,  b  29  Jan.  1784,  d  6th  May  1845,  m  (1st) 
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1802  William  Rodney  Cole.  Children  (Cole)  Jes¬ 
sie,  Henry,  Mary,  Nancy.  She  m  2  before  1840 
.  Warren  and  removed  to  Missouri 

2.  Nathan,  b  25th  Nov.  1785,  d  28  Aug.  1840,  remov¬ 
ed  to  Ill. 

3.  Solomon,  b  17th  May  1788,  m  Deborah  Collins 
and  settled  in  Missouri 

4.  Enoch,  Jr.,  b  19th  Aug.  1792,  m  Nancy  Davis 
and  settled  on  part  of  his  father’s  farm  on  Cole 
Creek,  Virginia 

5.  Mary,  b  Dec.  17,  1794,  d  in  Dover,  Mo.,  April  7, 
1892,  m  in  Lafayette  Co.,  Mo.,  in  Oct.  1817,  John 
Weir  Lovelady  from  Tenn.  Children:  Rebecca, 
Elizabeth,  Malinda,  Mary,  Sally  Young,  and 
Henry.  They  were  the  first  couple  married  in 
Lafayette  Co.,  Mo. 

6.  William,  b  Jan.  4th,  1796 

7.  Jessie,  b  12th  June  1800,  went  to  Missouri 

8.  Jeremiah,  b  Mar.  12th  1804,  stayed  in  Va. 

Enoch  Cox''  m  the  second  time  Sally  Stoneman, 
daughter  of  Joshua  and  Elizabeth  Stoneman,  born  12th- 
7m-1797,  and  this  union  were  born  four  children. 

9.  Joshua,  b  about  1832,  m  Jane  Higgins,  dau.  of 
John 

10.  Elizabeth,  b  about  1834,  m  a  Galyean  and  moved 
west 

11.  Nancy,  b  about  1836,  m  Joel  Ward,  2nd  Billy 
Lawson 

12.  John  b  about  1837  went  Iowa 

Enoch  Cox''  and  Mary’s  son  William  is  not  mention¬ 
ed  in  his  father’s  will  and  it  is  presumed  that  he  had 
passed  on  perhaps  in  early  life. 

Nathan  Cox  (Enoch,  Sr.,  Solomon,  William,  Wil¬ 
liam)  was  born  Nov.  25,  1785,  probably  in  the  Deep 
River  section  in  Chatham  County,  N.  C.,  and  died  in 
Wyoming,  Illinois,  Aug.  28,  1840.  He  married  in  Ross 
County,  Ohio,  Nov.  10,  1806,  Anne  Dixon,  born  Dec.  7, 
1781,  died  in  Wyoming,  Illinois,  June  28,  1844. 

Children  of  Nathan  and  Anne  (Dixon)  Cox:  The 
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first  three  were  born  at  Cole  Creek,  Virginia,  the  others, 
in  Ross  County,  Ohio: 

I.  Enoch,  b  Aug.  13,  1807,  m  Sarah  Drummond;  m 
second  time  Helen  M.  Fullerton. 

1.  William  K.  Cox 

II.  Jesse,  b  Apr.  27,  1809,  d  July  5,  1887  Wyoming, 

Ill.;  m  Nov.  1831  Abigail  Waldron,  b  Oct.  15, 
1807,  d  Mar.  4,  1877. 

1.  J.  Harvey;  m  Mar.  15,  1858  Nancy  Wilkinson 
Children  (Cox) ,  Cyrus,  Celestia,  John,  Solo¬ 
mon,  Jesse  and  Lee  H. 

2.  John  died  during  War  Between  the  States 

3.  Simon,  Wyoming,  Illinois 

4.  Elijah,  b  Toulon  Township,  Illinois 

5.  Jesse  L.,  Essex,  Iowa 

6.  Myron  R.,  m  Sept.  22,  1873  Frances  L. 
Graves.  Children  (Cox) ,  Ada  (d  IV2  yrs.) , 
Nettie  J.,  Addie  M. 

7.  J.  M.,  m  Jan.  31,  1873  Emma  J.  Batchelder. 
Children  (Cox),  Harry  Cartie;  Fannie  G. 
(d  9  yrs.) ,  Nellie  L.  (d  8  yrs.) 

III.  Mary,  b  Dec.  1,  1810,  m  Oct.  28,  1829  Benjamin 
Drummond,  removed  from  Ross  County,  Ohio  to 
Stark  County,  Illinois  with  her  husband,  her  fath¬ 
er,  Nathan,  and  her  brother,  Joseph  in  1836. 

IV.  Lydia,  b  Aug.  17,  1812,  d  April  18,  1836  aged  24 
yrs.,  m  William  Kiger.  Lived  in  Ohio,  and  had 
three  children. 

V.  Joseph,  b  Dec.  23,  1814,  Ohio,  d  Sept.  2,  1897,  Wy¬ 
oming,  Illinois,  m  Nov.  24,  1839  Catherine  Ed¬ 
wards  at  Wyoming,  Illinois,  b  Mar.  5,  1812  near 
Hillsville,  Va.,  d  Jan.  11,  1888,  Wyoming,  Illinois. 

1.  Nathan  Monroe,  m  July  2,  1868  Martha  Mad¬ 
eline  Graves.  Children  (Cox),  Anna  Celes¬ 
tia,  Kate-Gertrude,  Mary-Maude,  Cynthia- 
Aurelia.  Harry- Wilbert,  Drucie-Cleo 

2.  Charles  Henry,  m  Sept.  10,  1874  Sarah  Ann 
Graves.  Children  (Cox) ,  Simon-Ratcliff, 
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Emery-E.,  Arthur-E.,  Florence-C.,  Bertha-H., 
Lloyd-Joseph,  Ethel- J.,  Mary-Fero,  Fannie, 
Ralph,  Charles 

3.  Thomas  Walter,  m  (1)  Sept.  19,  1867  Clara 
A.  DeWolf.  Children  (Cox),  Edwin-Eugene, 
Alice-M.,  Stella-G.,  Joseph  A.,  Harriet-L., 
Cora-B.  He  m  (2)  Mar.  8,  1888  Alice  M. 
Mawbey.  Child,  Marie-Louise 

4.  Arvilla,  m  Carey  Sumner.  Children  (Sum¬ 
ner),  Mattie,  Lettie 

5.  Aurelia,  m  LeRoy  Stevenson 

VI.  Nancy,  b  Oct.  23,  1816,  d  Sept.  18,  1817,  Ohio, 
age  11m. 

VII.  Ruth,  b  Nov.  5,  1818,  m  William  Kerns  Drum¬ 
mond. 

VIII.  Jeremiah  William,  b  Aug.  2,  1820. 

IX.  Sarah,  b  Apr.  2,  1823,  d  Sept.  15,  1831,  Ohio, 
age  8  yrs. 

X.  Nancy  Ann,  b  Jan.  17,  1826,  d  Dec.  31,  1898, 
Wyoming,  Ill.,  m  Oct.  28,  1841  Thomas  Graves, 
d  Dec.  12,  1885. 

The  line  for  Nathan  Cox  who  went  to  Stark  County, 
Illinois  is  as  follows: 

Nathan5,  Enochs,  Solomon*,  William-,  William7 

Nathan  Cox5  married  Ann  Dixon  and  their  son  Joseph 
Cox6  married  Catherine  Edwards  and  their  son  Nathan 
Monroe  Cox7  married  Martha  Madeline  Graves  and 
their  daughter  Maude  Cox8  married  Marvin  Ward  and 
they  live  in  Galax,  Va.,  and  their  son  Harry  Ward9  has 
given  us  a  description  of  this  branch  of  our  family  in 
the  following  article. 

In  Memory  Of  Those  Who  Went  West 

To  quote  from  a  description  of  the  drama  “Horn  of 
the  West,”  “Down  through  the  centuries  man  has  look¬ 
ed  westward  at  the  long  last  rays  of  the  setting  sun,  as 
if  he  could  hear  somewhere  beyond  the  horizon  the 
horn  of  freedom  blowing  in  the  West,  calling  him  to  a 
new  dawn  and  a  new  promise.” 
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Some  heard  rumors  of  a  more  fertile  land  in  the 
West  where  the  topsoil  was  deep  and  black,  and  the 
country  more  level,  thus  erosion  was  less  of  a  problem. 
Also  land  was  cheaper  on  the  western  frontier. 

The  site  of  what  is  now  Chilicothe,  Ohio,  County 
seat  of  Ross  County,  was  first  settled  by  pioneers  from 
Kentucky  and  Virginia  in  1796,  the  settlement  being 
called  Chilicothe  (Indian  for  Town). 

In  1800  Congress  made  Chilicothe  the  seat  of  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  Northwest  Territory.  With  the  admission  of 
Ohio  to  the  Union  as  a  State  in  1803,  Chilicothe  served 
as  the  State  Capitol  until  1810,  and  again  from  1812  to 
1816  when  the  Capitol  was  transferred  fifty  miles  North 
to  Columbus. 

From  1800  to  1816  people  from  Cole  Creek  (old 
spelling),  Virginia  wishing  to  venture  West,  would 
likely  head  toward  Chilicothe  and  branch  out  from 
there.  Since  roads  were  few  in  those  days  probably  the 
best  roads  to  the  West  were  the  Indian  Trails  along  the 
rivers.  Thus  we  can  visualize  our  forebears  following 
the  trails  along  New  River,  to  the  Kanawha  and  along 
this  river  to  make  a  crossing  near  its  junction  with  the 
Ohio  River. 

Joseph  Cox^,  son  of  Solomon3  and  brother  of  Enoch 
Cox^,  Sr.,  was  the  first  one  known  to  go  from  the  settle¬ 
ment  at  Cole  Creek,  Virginia  to  Ross  County.  Ohio.  He 
was  subsequently  followed  by  his  father  Solomon3  who 
passed  the  remainder  of  his  days  there,  and  died  in  1812. 
He  is  buried  at  Londonderry,  Ohio,  near  Chilicothe. 

Nathan  Cox5  (Enoch,  Sr.4,  Solomon3,  William2, 
William^)  was  about  nineteen  years  of  age  when  he  left 
Cole  Creek,  Virginia,  to  visit  his  Uncle  Joseph  Cox  at 
Ross  County,  Ohio.  This  was  about  1804.  While  in  Ross 
County,  Ohio,  he  was  married  to  Ann  Dixon  on  Novem¬ 
ber  10,  1806.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Friends  Church, 
and  came  from  Chatham  County,  North  Carolina,  to 
Ohio  in  1805. 

Beginning  about  1800  there  was  a  constant  giving, 
from  Cane  Creek,  North  Carolina  Monthly  Meeting  and 
Chestnut  Creek,  Virginia  Monthly  Meeting,  of  certi- 
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ficates  to  Miami  Monthly  Meeting  (Ross  County,  Ohio) . 
Cane  Creek  Monthly  Meeting  records  the  giving  of  a 
certificate  May  10,  1805  to  Anne  Dixon  in  order  that  she 
might  be  joined  to  the  Miami  Monthly  Meeting. 

The  Dixon  and  Cox  families  migrated  together  from 
New  Castle  County,  Delaware  to  North  Carolina,  Vir¬ 
ginia  and  Ohio,  and  there  are  intermarriages  in  each 
generation.  Nathan  went  to  Ohio  and  married  Anne 
there.  Then  returned  to  Grayson  County,  Virginia  with 
his  wife.  His  first  three  children  were  born  in  Virginia. 
On  August  6,  1808  he  sold  his  Virginia  farm  located  at 
Cole  Creek  and  in  1811  moved  with  his  famly  to  Ross 
County,  Ohio. 

It  was  the  intention  of  Nathan’s  family  to  follow  him 
to  Ohio  but  his  father  Enoch  Cox,  Sr.,  changed  his  mind 
and  remained  in  Virginia  where  he  died  in  1840  at  age 
of  83. 

Two  of  Nathan’s5  brothers,  Solomon5  and  Jessie5 
moved  from  Virginia  to  Missouri  with  their  families, 
Jessie  locating  in  Caldwell  County  and  Solomon  at 
Dover  in  Lafayette  County.  Each  acquired  large  tracts 
of  land.  Solomon5  (grandson  of  Solomon'’)  owned  at 
one  time  about  thirty-five  hundred  acres.  Not  being 
contented  with  this  he  went  to  California  with  one  of 
his  sons  about  the  time  of  the  gold  rush  of  1849  and 
died  there.  His  son  returned  to  Missouri  after  the  death 
of  his  father. 

In  the  spring  of  1836  Nathan  Cox,  together  with  his 
son  Joseph,  and  his  son-in-law  Benjamin  Drummond, 
emigrated  from  Ross  County,  Ohio  and  settled  in  what 
is  now  Essex  Township,  Stark  County,  Illinois,  where 
they  purchased  land.  During  that  year  Joseph  planted 
a  small  crop.  The  other  two  returned  to  Ohio.  Joseph, 
later  on,  got  homesick,  sold  his  land  and  also  returned 
to  Ohio. 

The  united  family,  however,  concluded  that  they 
would  again  come  to  Illinois  for  their  permanent  resi¬ 
dence.  In  the  Fall  of  1836,  those  mentioned  together 
with  two  other  sons  of  Nathan,  Jesse  Cox  who  married 
Abigail  Waldron  who  was  born  in  West  Virginia  near 


40 


Kanawha  Salt  Works,  and  Jeremiah  who  was  unmar¬ 
ried,  moved  to  Illinois  and  all  located  in  Essex  Town¬ 
ship.  Jesse  Cox  put  in  one  crop,  and  in  the  Fall  of  1837 
went  back  to  Ohio,  where  he  remained  until  1851,  when 
he  again  returned  to  Illinois. 

Enoch  Cox,  eldest  son  of  Nathan,  married  Sarah 
Drummond,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  William  K. 
Cox.  Enoch  did  not  go  with  his  family  to  Illinois,  but 
joined  them  there  later  on. 

Jeremiah  Cox  returned  to  Ross  County,  Ohio  and 
married  there.  Later  he  returned  to  Stark  County, 
Illinois  where  his  wife  died.  After  his  second  marriage 
which  took  place  in  Stark  County,  Illinois,  he  moved 
to  Texas  but  returned  to  Illinois  later  on.  He  subse¬ 
quently  moved  to  Nodaway  County,  Missouri  where  he 
died.  His  descendants  are  mostly  in  Nebraska,  Missouri 
and  Texas. 

Of  the  other  brothers  and  sisters  of  Joseph:  Mary 
married  Benjamin  Drummond,  and  died  in  Stark  Coun¬ 
ty  leaving  eight  children;  Lydia  married  William  Kei 
ger  in  Ross  County,  Ohio  where  she  died  leaving  three 
children;  Ruth  married  William  Drummond  whom  she 
had  known  in  Ohio  and  who  came  to  Illinois  to  marry 
her.  They  made  their  home  in  Ross  County,  Ohio,  and 
had  seven  children;  Nancy  Ann  married  Thomas 
Graves.  They  lived  in  Omaha,  Nebraska  and  had  sev¬ 
eral  children.  Nathan  Cox,  the  father,  died  in  1840  and 
was  the  first  person  to  be  buried  in  Sheets  Cemetery, 
the  land  for  which  was  donated  by  William  Sheets. 
Ann  Dixon  Cox,  the  mother,  died  in  1844  and  was  also 
buried  in  Sheets  Cemetery. 

We  return  now  to  Joseph  Cox,  born  in  1814.  He  was 
single  when  he  emigrated  from  Ohio  to  Illinois.  Three 
years  later,  on  the  24th  of  November,  1839,  he  married 
Miss  Catherine  Edwards  (a  native  of  Grayson,  now  Car- 
roll  County,  Virginia)  at  Wyoming,  Illinois. 

Catherine  Edwards  Cox.  bom  in  1812,  was  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Henry  and  Letitia  Edwards.  Their  home  was  the 
farm  now  owned  by  Hardin  Beamer  in  Carroll  County, 
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Southwest  of  Hillsville,  Virginia.  It  is  of  interest  to 
know  that  one  of  the  first  deeds  recorded  in  the  Carroll 
County  Clerks  office  records  the  gift  of  land  for  the 
“Harmony  Meeting  House”  on  Good  Spur  Road,  donat¬ 
ed  by  Henry  Edwards.  Henry  and  Letitia  Edwards  are 
buried  in  the  Guynn-Worrell  Cemetery  near  Hillsville. 
Henry  Edwards  died  in  February  1848  at  the  age  of  75. 
His  wife,  Letitia,  died  in  April  1835  aged  62. 

A  brother  of  Catherine  was  Martin  Edwards  who 
married  Polly  Ward  and  lived  on  the  Pipers  Gap  road 
near  Wards  Mill,  Carroll  County,  Virginia.  A  sister, 
Jane  Edwards  married  Abraham  Cooley  and  resided  at 
Toulon,  Illinois.  Another  sister,  Mary  Edwards  married 
Silas  Ward  and  lived  on  the  Pipers  Gap  road.  Carroll 
County,  Virginia. 

The  story  of  how  Joseph  Cox  and  Catherine  Edwards 
met  follows:  Catherine’s  sister  Jane  was  the  wife  of 
Abraham  Cooley  who  owned  the  Cooley  Inn  at  Toulon, 
Illinois,  which  was  located  on  Main  Street  about  where 
Lehman’s  Shop  is  now.  Jane  had  been  at  the  home  near 
Hillsville,  Virginia  visiting  her  family  for  sometime  and 
she  wished  to  go  back  to  her  home  in  Toulon,  Illinois. 
The  Edwards  family  did  not  want  Jane  to  make  the 
trip  alone  so  sister  Catherine  made  the  trip  to  Illinois 
with  her.  Although  Catherine  left  a  young  man  in  Vir¬ 
ginia  who  had  been  her  choice  up  to  that  time,  she  met 
Joseph  Cox  after  her  arrival  in  Illinois  and  they  were 
soon  married. 

Joseph  and  Catherine  Cox  made  three  trips  back  to 
Carroll  County,  Virginia  to  visit  relatives.  On  their  first 
trip  to  Virginia  they  were  joined  by  a  party  of  fourteen 
people  on  their  return  trip  West  to  Illinois.  They  trav¬ 
elled  in  five  wagons  and  a  carry-all,  and  the  following 
persons  in  addition  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Cox.  made 
the  trip. 

1.  Walter  Payne  and  wife  Rachel  Cooley  Payne 

2.  Eli  Stockner  and  wife  Polly  Payne  Stockner 

3.  Jerehmiah  Edwards  and  wife  Polly  Cooley  Ed¬ 
wards 


42 


4.  Their  daughter  Mundana  Edwards  Ballantine 
and  her  husband  Bennett  Ballantine 

5.  Benjamin  and  Hamilton  Edwards 

6.  Abraham  Cooley  and  wife  Jane  Edwards  Cooley 

7.  Mr.  Cooley’s  nephew  Jeffry  Cooley. 

Some  of  the  above  people  may  have  already  been  in 
Illinois  and  accompanied  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cox  on  their  visit 
to  Virginia.  Others  were  no  doubt  making  the  trip  to 
establish  homes  in  the  West.  We  do  know  that  most  of 
those  mentioned  above  have  numerous  descendants  in 
the  Western  States. 

Joseph  Cox  and  his  wife  Catherine  (Uncle  Joe  and 
Aunt  Katie)  made  their  second  trip  to  Cole  Creek,  Vir¬ 
ginia  in  1876.  They  also  made  a  third  trip  in  1888,  and 
were  accompanied  this  time  by  their  son  Thomas  Wal¬ 
ter  Cox. 

Among  those  from  Virginia  who  visited  their  rela¬ 
tives  in  Illinois  before  1900  were  Rufus  E.  Cox  and 
Walter  L.  Cox  who  were  both  single  at  the  time  of  their 
visits.  Walter  Cox  worked  for  about  a  year  for  the 
writer’s  Grandfather  Monroe  Cox,  (son  of  Joseph), 
while  he  was  in  Illinois. 

The  above  information  has  come  from  several 
sources.  It  is  fragmentary  and  possibly  contains  some 
errors.  If  anyone  can  contribute  additional  information 
on  the  Cox  family  in  Ohio,  Illinois  and  other  western 
states,  the  writer  would  be  very  happy  to  receive  it. 

Harry  C.  Ward 
Galax,  Virginia 

Solomon  Cox5,  the  second  son  of  Enoch  Cox,  Sr.4  and 
his  wife  Mary  Mackey  Cox  was  born  May  17th,  1788, 
presumably  in  the  Deep  River  section  of  North  Caro¬ 
lina.  He  married  Deborah  Collins  and  they  moved  to 
Missouri,  and  to  them  were  born  ten  children. 

The  Cane  Creek  M  M  of  Quakers  in  North  Carolina 
records  that  Solomon  Cox5  married  out  in  1806,  this 
perhaps  refers  to  the  above  solomn5. 

They  settled  at  Dover  on  the  Missouri  River,  but 
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Solomon5  with  one  of  his  sons  went  on  to  California 
about  the  time  of  the  gold  rush  and  he  died  there  at 
Gilray.  California  the  25th  of  Nov.  1849,  his  son  return¬ 
ing  to  Missouri. 

The  following  genealogy  of  Solomon5  and  Deborah 
Cox  was  written  by  their  granddaughter  Pearl  Cox 
Evans  for  R.  E.  Cox  in  1838. 

Her  son  John  D.  Evans  and  his  wife  were  here  on 
their  honeymoon  June  the  7th,  1938. 

Solomon  and  Deborah  came  to  Missouri  in  1817  and 
settled  at  Dover,  Missouri. 

Their  children  were: 

1.  Ellis  who  died  a  few  years  after  he  was  married 
and  had  two  children.  Their  mother  married 
again  and  they  moved  to  California.  Have  no 
further  record  of  them. 

2.  Patsy,  married  Iggard  Fine  and  they  located  in 
Gilray,  California 

3.  James,  born  March  12,  1817  in  Virginia.  He 
died  Sept  4th,  1859.  He  married  Sarah  Brown  Dec. 
28th,  1851.  Four  children  were  born  to  them  two 
dying  in  infancy. 

Deborah  Francis,  born  Sept  1st,  1854.  and  married 
Jake  Estebe  and  moved  to  Walla  Walla,  Wash¬ 
ington.  They  had  two  children,  Willie  and  Clara. 

4.  Ruth  Cox,  born  July  4th,  1818,  married  Jessie 
Cole,  Mar.  27th,  1836.  There  were  seven  children. 
All  are  dead  now  but  W.  W.  Cole  who  lives  near 

Dover,  Md. 

5.  Elizabeth,  born  in  1822  and  died  Feby  11th,  1864, 
she  married  J.  J.  Hampton  July  24th,  1839,  they 
had  five  children  and  all  are  dead  but  one,  Sarah 
Francis  Price,  who  is  now  96  years  old.  and  three 
of  her  other  sisters  lived  to  be  over  85,  her 
decendants  live  in  Lafayette  County,  Missouri. 

6.  John  Dennis,  bom  Sept.  29th,  1824  and  died 
Aug.  1893,  he  married  Mary  C.  Robinson,  who 
died  Jan.  10th,  1860,  he  married  the  second  time 
Annie  Bufort  in  July,  1867,  and  had  five  children 
by  this  wife,  three  are  still  living 
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7.  William,  was  never  married,  he  died  and  was 
buried  in  Dover  Cemetery 

8.  Melvina,  born  1823  married  Daniel  Ray,  June 
10th,  1823  and  died  about  1898,  they  had  eight 
children,  all  of  whom  are  dead,  but  some  of  their 
decendants  live  around  Dover  Missouri 

9.  Mary  Cox,  birth  date  lost  in  fire,  m  John  John¬ 
son,  they  had  one  child,  George  W.  Johnson 

10.  Lewis  Cox,  (my  father)  born  March  15,  1834, 
and  died  Jan.  12,  1908,  m  Eliza  Preston  Fletcher, 
Nov.  17,  1858,  her  father  J.  F.  Fletcher  was  a 
native  of  Virginia.  She  died  April  21,  1921.  They 
had  nine  children. 

I.  Mary  Revilla  Cox,  born  Sept.  11,  1859,  and  died 
Jan.  28,  1926;  she  married  Walter  H.  Pollard,  Dec. 
19,  1882  and  he  died  July  24,  1918  and  they  had 
nine  children. 

1.  Bessie.  Charles,  Ellis,  John,  Walter,  Gail,  Frank, 
Lydia,  Mary.  Bessie  married  Rufus  Snelling,  Dec. 
22,  1901  or  7.  They  had  eight  children. 

2.  Charles  L.  Pollard,  born  Jan.  21,  1885,  m  Sept. 
19,  1906,  Lizzie  Mae  Barkley,  they  have  two 
children  and  they  live  near  Clark,  Mo. 

3.  Elias  Garrison  Pollard,  married  Dec.  25,  1912, 
Bessie  Lee  Dulaney  now  dead.  He  lives  in  the 
State  of  Nevada 

4.  John  W.  Odus  Pollard,  born  Aug.  13,  1888,  mar¬ 
ried  Sept.  9,  1916,  Alta  Lou  Young.  They  live  in 
Jefferson  City,  Mo. 

5.  Walter  Bruce  Pollard,  born  Jan.  21,  1891,  m 
Sept.  28,  1913,  May  Dan  Dulaney.  They  have 
two  daughters,  and  live  at  Columbia,  Mo. 

6.  Gail  Winton  Pollard,  born  April  27,  1893,  m 
Feb.  22,  1915,  Hazel  Marie  Blaker,  they  have  one 
son,  who  lives  at  Maberly,  Mo. 

7.  Frank  Cox  Pollard,  born  Aug.  18,  1895,  m  July 
3,  1918,  Opal  Thompson,  they  have  two  children 
and  live  in  North  Missouri 

8.  Lydia  Bell  Pollard,  born  Dec.  1899.  She  is  em- 
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ployed  as  a  teacher  of  adult  education,  by  the 
city  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri 

9.  Mary  Turner  Pollard,  born  March  . 

m  E.  L.  Young,  Jan  3,  1915,  and  have  two  children, 
Bob  is  in  the  U.  S.  Navy.  The  Pollards  were 
raised  in  Monroe  Co.,  Missouri 

II.  Nancy  Deborah  Cox  was  born  Dec.  14,  1861,  m 
Charles  T.  Love  of  Cianyhiana,  Ky.,  and  they 
lived  in  Colorado  all  their  lives;  they  had  six 
children: 

1.  Mary  Eliza  Love,  b  April  3,  1885,  and  died  Feb. 
26,  1925,  m.  Albert  H.  Holmes,  Dec.  30,  1913 

2.  Edna  Ray  Love,  b  Sept.  18,  1887,  and  died  Sept. 
21,  1937,  m  W.  K.  Harding,  May  22,  1917 

3.  Louis  Joel  Love,  b  Jan.  27,  1889,  and  m  Dorothy 
Fravert,  Dec.  8,  1915,  had  one  son;  they  live  at 
Grand  Junction,  Colo.,  and  is  in  the  sheep  busin¬ 
ess 

4.  Lillian  Bell  Love,  b  May  16,  1891,  m  Eyer  J. 
Boise,  Nov.  28,  1924,  and  have  one  daughter,  Mary 
her  mother  lives  with  them  at  Rio  Blance,  Colo. 

5.  Milo  R.  Love,  b  Feb.  10,  1895,  m  Helen  Eugenia 
Allen,  June  4.  1924.  They  had  two  daughters.  He 
is  manager  of  the  Love  Cattle  Co.,  Rio  Blance. 
Colorado 

6.  Nanny  Joe  Love,  b  May  15,  1897,  m  Walter  Old- 
land,  and  they  have  one  daughter.  They  are  in 
the  cattle  business  in  Rio  Blance,  Colorado 

III.  William  Dennis  Cox,  Born  June  22,  1864,  and 
died  Feb.  25,  1885.  He  was  never  married. 

IV.  Charles  Lee  Cox,  b  Nov.  17,  1866  and  lives  at 
Dover,  Mo. 

V.  Lilly  Bell  Cox,  b  June  21,  1869,  m  Charles  W. 
Grim.  They  have  one  daughter,  Mrs.  Ira  Dillard, 
Miami,  Fla.  Her  parents  live  at  West  Frankfort, 

m. 

VI.  Louis  Fletcher  Cox,  b  Feb.  12,  1872,  m  Lelia  Tice, 
Jan  28,  1897,  he  died  Oct.  7,  1937,  at  Rifle,  Colo., 
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they  had  six  children.  His  home  West  Dover,  Mo. 

1.  Bonnie  Cox  Swarting,  Charles  Cox,  and  Stuart 
Cox  all  live  in  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

2.  Louis  F.  Cox  lives  at  Meeker,  Colorado 

3.  Goldie  Lee  Cox  Riggs  lives  at  Tulsa,  Okla. 

4.  Annie  Laurie  Cox-Little  John  lives  at  Devers 
Mo. 

VII.  B.  F.  Cox,  b  Oct  29,  1874,  m  Francis  Mae  Brown, 
Sept.  24,  1902.  They  have  three  children  and  they 
live  at  Rockford,  Neb.  He  is  a  farmer. 

VIII.  Pearl  E.  Cox,  b  Oct.  21,  1880,  m  Frank  Evans, 

Aug.  12,  1903.  Lives  at  Dover,  Mo.  5  and  they  have 
four  children: 

1.  Morris  Cox  Evans,  b  July  29,  1906,  not  married 

2.  John  D.  Evans,  b  Mar.  26,  1909,  m  Helen  Louine 
Kitchell,  April  22,  1938.  He  is  sup.  of  the  Corder 
High  School,  Corder,  Mo. 

3.  Harold  T.  Evans,  b  May  29,  1915,  not  married. 
Has  a  job  with  Federal  Crop  Insurance  Corp. 
Kansas  City,  Mo.  Was  in  Washington  for  four 
years  working  for  the  government. 

4.  Robert  Fletcher  Evans,  b  Jan.  3,  1920.  Is  a 
student  at  the  University  of  Missouri 

IX.  Katherine  May  Cox,  was  born  Mav  25th,  1884, 

m  M.  L.  Montague  Jan.  12th,  1905,  and  they  had 
four  children: 

1.  M.  L.  Montague,  Jr.,  married  and  lives  at  Sed- 

illa,  Mo.,  and  is  a  salesman  for  the  International 
Harvester  Co. 

2_  Virginia  Montague  Huff,  has  one  son  Norman 
Huff,  who  lives  at  Marshall,  Mo. 

3  Dorthy  Hammet  Montague  Porter,  Kansas  City 
Mo.  ’ 

4.  Theodore  Rodney  Montague,  student  Marshall 
Mo. 

May  (Cox)  Montague  lives  at  Marshall,  Mo. 
Jessie  Cox5,  b  June  12,  1800,  m  Sally . Records 
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in  the  Clerk’s  office  in  Independence,  Grayson  County, 
Va.,  show  that  Enoch  Cox,  Sr.,  his  father,  deeded  Jessie 
a  tract  of  land  on  Crooked  Creek,  a  branch  of  New 
River,  March  4th,  1822.  This  land  was  some  five  miles 
from  where  Enoch  Cox,  Sr.,  lived.  The  record  also 
shows  that  Jessie  and  wife  Sally  sold  this  same  tract  of 
land  to  Burden  Burcham  February  3rd,  1830,  presum¬ 
ably  this  sale  was  made  preparatory  to  his  going  to 
Missouri  and  he  probably  moved  there  in  that  same 
year. 

From  information  we  have  from  Mrs.  Frank  Evans 
of  St.  Clair,  Mo.,  and  Mrs.  R.  W.  Napier  of  Olathe,  Kans., 
both  granddaughters  of  Solomon  Cox,  it  seems  certain 
that  Jessie  Cox  did  not  go  to  Missouri  with  his  brother 
Solomon  as  is  stated  by  some,  and  that  he  did  not  settle 
on  adjoining  farm  to  his  brother  Solomon.  Mrs.  Evans 
says  her  records  mention  a  Jessie  Cox  but  that  he  never 
lived  in  Lafayette  County,  and  Mrs.  Napier,  who  was 
raised  in  Caldwell  County,  Mo.,  says  her  records  men¬ 
tion  a  Jessie  Cox  and  she  remembers  very  faintly  her 
cousins  down  on  the  creek.  Jerry,  Enoch,  Nathan  and 
John.  Her  father  made  a  trip  twice  a  year  to  visit  them, 
and  these  four  sons  evidently  must  have  been  the  sons 
of  Jessie  and  Sallie  Cox,  and  their  names  certainly  are 
familiar  Cox  names. 

Mrs.  Napier  sends  a  picture  of  a  church  in  Dover, 
Mo.,  which  was  built  in  1836,  and  that  her  grandfather 
Solomon  Cox  burned  the  brick  for  the  church,  and  that 
it  was  built  with  slave  labor.  It  was  built  for  the  Quak¬ 
ers  or  Friends,  but  was  taken  over  later  by  the  Chris¬ 
tians  and  that  Alexander  Campbell  the  founder  of  the 
denomination  was  an  early  evangelist  at  the  meetings. 

Mrs.  Napier  writes  that  her  mother  said  that  Camp¬ 
bell  called  them  shouting  Campbellites. 

Mary  Coxr>,  daughter  of  Enoch  Cox,  Sr.-*  and  Mary 
Mackey  Cox,  was  born  17-Dec. -1794.  Whether  she  was 
born  in  the  Deep  River  section  of  North  Carolina  or  on 
Cole  Creek,  Va.,  is  not  known,  but  she  evidently  must 
have  gone  to  Missouri  with  her  brother  Solomon  in 
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1817,  as  in  that  year  she  met  and  married  John  Weir 
Lovelady  from  Tennessee  and  they  were  the  first  couple 
to  be  married  in  Lafayette  County.  Missouri. 

Their  children  that  lived  were: 

A.  Rebecca  who  m  John  B.  Dyart  and  they  had  four 
children: 

1.  Mary,  m  Henry  Hocken  Smith 

2.  Jack,  m  Ellen  Shelby 

3.  William,  m  Mary  Allstat 

4.  Bettie,  m  John  Cooper 

B.  Sally  Young,  m  Elias  Mires  from  Va.,  and  they 
had  three  daughters: 

1.  Ella,  m  William  Barnes 

2.  Bettie,  m  Robert  Fox 

3.  Emma  never  married. 

Mary  Lovelady,  “Aunt  Polly”,  as  she  was  affection¬ 
ately  called,  died  7th  of  April,  1892,  at  the  ripe  old  age 
of  98. 

In  a  letter  from  Mrs.  Napier  dater  April  3rd,  1955, 
she  writes  that  she  visited  Mary  Lovelady,  “Aunt  Pol¬ 
ly  as  near  as  she  can  recall  in  1890,  as  she  was  nearing 
her  100th  birthday  and  that  she  lived  to  be  99  years, 
10  months  and  3  days,  she  was  in  bed,  a  little  lady  with 
a  cap  ruffled  around  her  face,  but  had  been  in  her 

young  days  a  large  woman  as  most  of  the  Cox  women 
were. 

Enoch  Cox,  Jr.5  and  his  brother  Jeremich5  were  the 
two  brothers  who  stayed  on  their  fathers  farm  on  Cole 
Creek,  and  it  is  from  these  two  sons,  Enoch  and  Jere¬ 
miah,  that  we  of  the  Cole  Creek  families  are  decended. 

Enoch,  Jr.  and  Jeremiah  married  sisters,  daughters 
of  Daniel  and  Jennie  (Jane)  Patton  Davis. 

Enoch  Jr.  married  Nancy  Davis  and  Jeremiah  mar¬ 
ried  Edith  Davis. 

A.  Enoch  Cox,  Jr.°  was  born  in  1792  and  his  wife 
Nancy  was  born  in  1797,  and  they  had  the  following 
children: 
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1.  Solomon6  married  Frankie  Edwards  and  they 
had  the  following  children: 

1.  Thomas  M.  Cox7  married  Luvenia  Gardner  and 
they  had  the  following  children: 

a.  Claude  married  Clara  Hampton 

b.  Elbert  married  Io  Hawks 

c.  Roy  married  Pauline  Higgins 

d.  Fayette  married  Blanche  Cox 

e.  Kyle  married  Lillie  May  Crotts 

f.  Ella  married  Joe  Hampton 

g.  Hattie  married  Porter  Collins 

h.  Bessie  married  Bert  Todd 

i.  Eva  married  Harden  Higgins 

2.  John  S.  Cox  married  Laura  Bedsaul  and  they 
had  the  following  children: 

a.  Jerome  never  married 

b.  Guy  married  Josie  Cox 

c.  Elmer  married  Sue  McMillin 

d.  Jeff  married  Eskie  Lineberry 

e.  Clyde  married  Margaret  Pie 

f.  Woodrow  married  Gladys  Hash 

g.  Dean  married  Vivian  Jones 

h.  Lora  married  Earl  Cox 

i.  Pearl  married  Joe  Wilson 

j.  Edna  married  Ellis  Calhoun 

k.  Verna  married  Ken  Kenyon 

3.  Daniel  married  Dona  Golding  and  they  had  the 
following  children: 

a.  Emmet  married  Maude  Blevins 

b.  Clarence  married  Mattie  Lunford 

c.  Golden  married  Bell  Miller 

d.  Sid  married  Carie  Edwards 

e.  Maude  married  Guy  Rector 

f.  Lessie  married  Jack  Higgins 

g.  Jessie  married  James  Cooley 

h.  Addie  married  Frank  Carter 

i.  Mattie  married  Clyde  Little 


4.  Layune  married  Franklin  Payne  and  they  had 
the  following  children: 

a.  Cleve  married  Nellie  Wigglesworth 

b.  Charlie  married  Lena  Burroughs 

c.  Luther  married  Annie  Cox 

d.  Casper  married  Maude  Baliff 

e.  Harvie  married  Louise  Lawson 

f.  Oscar  married  Lillian  Dinwiddie 

g.  Dewey  married  Marie  Puemelder 

h.  Bertha  never  married 

i.  Stella  married  Dilver  Brown 

j.  Nan  married  Andy  Higgins 

5.  Della  married  Bud  Hodge  and  they  had  the  fol¬ 
lowing  children: 

a.  John  married  Rose  Lander 

b.  Dan  married  (1)  Lois  Allen,  (2  Rachel 
Mitchell,  (3)  Evaline  Davidson 

c.  Walter  married  (1)  Suda  Fulks,  (2)  Willie 
Wilberger 

d.  Emmett  married  Ona  Jones 

e.  Rufe  married  Catharine  Johnson 

f.  Addie  married  Rufus  Doolittle 

g.  Julia  married  Jack  Mitchner 

h.  Thelma  married  Edgar  Vaughn 

6.  Sallie  married  Albert  Ward,  and  they  had  the 
following  children: 

a.  Perlie  married  Gurtrude  Todd 

b.  Griggs  married  Ruby  Melton 

c.  Margie  married  Albert  Moulden 

d.  Cora  married  Virge  Martin 

e.  Jennie  married  Will  Crabtree 

f.  Daisy  married  (1)  Guy  Phillips,  (2)  . 
Melton 

£•  Callie  married  (1)  Pet  Bartlett,  (2)  Dow 
Blair 

h.  Ethel  married  Basil  Crabtree 

7.  Linda  married  Eli  Stoneman  and  they  had  the 
following  children: 
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a.  Sid  married  Clyde  Kegley 

b.  Ted  married  Phoebe  Davis 

8.  Nan  married  Noah  Beamer  and  they  had  the 
following  children: 

a.  Troy  married  Fannie  Jones 

b.  Pete  married  Mary  Jane  Stockner 

c.  John  Married  Rhoda  Higgins 

d.  Phill  married  Corda  Fulks 

e.  Guy  married  Francis  Neal 

f.  Cleve  married  Maude  Stockner 

g.  Fannie  married  Virgil  Hawks 

h.  Zella  married  Jake  Stockner 

i.  Easter  married  Norm  Stockner 

9.  Emaline  married  Andy  Beamer,  and  they  had 
the  following  children  .(2)  C.  C.  Worrell — no 
children  by  Worrell 

a.  Jerome  married  Linnie  Payne 

b.  Jeff  married  in  the  West 

c.  Beader  married  Annie  Marshall  (2)  Blanche 
Cox 

d.  Linnie  married  William  Deweese 

e.  Irene  married  Fred  Bently 

10.  Julie  married  John  P.  Gardner  and  they  had 
the  following  children: 

a.  Lloyd  married  Margie  Hampton 

b.  Solomon  married  Velzetta  Rentzel 

c.  Bill  married  Flora  Mitchell 

d.  Mack  married  Lelia  Stone 

e.  Fannie  married  Brooks  Worrell 

f.  Irene  married  Joseph  Banks 

g.  Grace  married  Clarence  Edwards 

h.  Eva  married  Bernard  Jenkins 

i.  Norene  married  Joe  Cox 

II.  Hugh  married  Polly  Jones  and  they  had  the  fol¬ 
lowing  children: 

1.  Calvin  married  Violet  Perry  and  they  had  the 
following  children: 
a.  Charlie  married  Ida  Stamey 


b.  Lee  married  Wirt  Davidson 

c.  Grover  married  Nora  Higgins 

d.  Floyd  married  Blanche  Collins 

e.  John  married  Florence  Backner 

f.  Flora  married  John  Ward 

g.  Rosa  married  Estel  Davis 

h.  Molly  married  Emory  Blevins 

i.  Ollie  married  Grant  Smith 

j.  Griselda  married  William  Barnes 

k.  Grace  has  not  married. 

2.  Harden  married  Lutitia  Wilson  and  they  had 
the  following  children: 

a.  Harvie  married  (1)  Lois  Higgins, 

(2)  Marry  Ann  Miller 

b.  Boyd  married  Blanche  Higgins 

c.  Nora  married  Jim  Lyons 

d.  Jossie  married  Guy  Cox 

e.  Blanche  married  Lafayette  Cox 

f.  Irene  married  Clarence  Robinson 

g.  Mallie  married  Lester  Cox 

3.  Will  married  Alice  Moore  and  they  had  the  fol¬ 
lowing  children: 

a.  Troy  married  Elsie  Jones 

b.  Lester  married  Hattie  Allen 

c.  Clarion  married  Bertha  Blackburn 

d.  Carnie  married  (1)  Nina  Kenny,  (2)  Creola 
Higgins 

e.  Bertha  married  Edgar  Galimore 

f.  Leona  married  Emmet  Carpenter 

g.  Pearl  married  Emmet  Bedsaul 

4.  Marsh  married  Susan  Davis  and  they  had  the 
following  children:  (2)  Mattie  Bange — one  son 
Clelland 

a.  Stella  married  Dan  Cockerham 

b.  Minnie  married  Lum  Parsons 

c.  Linnie  married  Jim  Chappell 

d.  Mattie  married  Bruce  Chappell 

e.  Bruce  married  EfTie  Chappell. 
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5.  Wiley  married  Laura  Gardner  and  they  had 
the  following  children: 

a.  John  married  Esther  Mason 

b.  Glenn  married  Minnie  Baliff 

c.  Lillie  married  Terry  Collins 

d.  Ila  married  Harvey  Welch,  (2)  William 
Boaz 

e.  Elva  married  Paul  Gillespie 

f.  Myrtle  married  Bill  Riggin 

g.  Amelia  married  Danniel  Goad 

6.  Greely  married  Lilly  Martin  and  they  had  the 
following  children: 

a.  Paul  married  Carrie  Lowe 

b.  Walter  married  May  Tucker 

c.  Vernie  died  young 

d.  Maude  married  Burt  Wilder 

7.  Columbus  (Lummie)  died  young 

8.  Louise  married  Ward  Burcham  and  they  had 
the  following  children: 

a.  Houston 

b.  Emma 

c.  Cena 

Have  no  further  record  of  them. 

9.  Sary  Jane  married  Tobe  Taylor,  and  they  had 
the  following  children: 

a.  Willy  married  Ruby  Cooley 

b.  Bobby  married  Maude  Watson 

10.  Violet  married  Lawrence  Hawks,  and  they  had 
the  following  children: 

a.  Clyde  married  Verna  Randolph 

b.  Jerome  married  Bulah  Fortner 

c.  Gladys  married  Grover  Blackburn 

d.  Blanche  married  Edward  St.  Sing 

11.  Griselda  married  Lafayette  Hawks,  and  they 
had  the  following  children: 

a.  Glenn  married  Arreta  Burnett 
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b.  Clarion  married  Josie  Lyons 

c.  Lloyd  married  Grace  Leftwich 

d.  Zula  married  Vermont  Lamb 

e.  Josephine  married  J.  T.  Dillis 

12.  Cena  married  Charlie  Belton  and  they  had  the 
following  children: 

a.  Guy  married  Imogene  Beamer 

b.  Porter  married  Myrtle  Malon 

c.  Oscar  married  Beatris  Rix 

d.  Parabelle  married  Claude  Kirkman 

III.  Joseph  (Joe)  Cox  married  Sina  Jones  and  they 
had  the  following  children: 

1.  Anderson  married  Jane  Wilson  and  they  had 
the  following  children: 

a.  Walter  married  Caroline  Blevins 

b.  Berry  married  Annie  Foscue 

c.  Fred  married  Emma  Cox 

d.  Omar  married  Mae  Calhoun 

2.  Alex  married  Alice  Rector  and  they  had  the 
following  children: 

a.  Joe  married  Mattie  Allison 

b.  Charlie  married  Grace  Worrell 

c.  Ray  married  Nellie  Williams 

d.  Ida  married  Charlie  Jennings 

e.  Ann  married  Rex  Williams 

f.  Lola  married  Grover  Jennings 

3.  Matilda  married  Harden  Cooley  and  they  had 
one  boy: 

a.  Troy  married  Willa  Matthews 

4.  Maryellen  married  Rufus  Cooley  and  they  had 
the  following  children: 

a.  Everett  married  Mollie  Worrell 

b.  Alva  married  Kate  McGlothin 

c.  Grady  married  Lucile  Stanger 

d.  Bertha  married  Aaron  Worrell 

e.  Sina  married  Claude  Williams 

f.  Grace  married  Dixie  Hawks 
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5.  Gena  married  Ellis  Wilson  and  they  had  the 
following  children: 

a.  Jeff  married  Laura  Robinson 

b.  Troy  married  Ella  Davis 

c.  Joe  married  Pearl  Cox 

d.  Effie  married  Flem  Cox 

e.  Virgie  has  never  married 

f.  Linnie  married  Preston  Davis 

g.  Dora  married  Roby  Davis 

IV.  Elias  married  Silvie  Williams  and  they  had  the 
following  children: 

1.  Cap  married  Lucy  Payne  and  they  had  two 
children: 

a.  Claude 

b.  Della 

2.  Jessie  married  . Sumner — no  record  of 

children 

3.  Roseann  married  Daniel  Payne  and  they  had 
the  following  children: 

a.  Eli  (Babe) 

b.  Laura 

c.  Linnie 

V.  Jennie  Cox  married  Marville  Ward  and  they  had 
the  following  children: 

1.  Jackson  married  Martha  Reavis  and  they  had 
the  following  children: 

a.  Fred  married  Mattie  Bell  Osborne 

b.  Flora  married  Jeff  Hanks 

c.  Mollie  married  Joe  Daniels 

d.  Jennie  married  George  Sterk 

e.  Laura  married  Willis  Sterk 

2.  Enoch  married  Harriett  Padgett  and  they  had 
the  following  children: 

a.  Johnie  married  Flora  Cox 

b.  Ella  married  Bean  Bedsaul 

3.  Houston  married  Lucinda  Stoneman  and  they 
had  the  following  children: 

a.  Marvin  married  Maude  Cox 
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b.  Monroe  married  Nettie  Dobyns,  (2)  Dixie 
Brinson.  (3)  Myrtle  Sprinkle 

c.  Charlie  married  Nora  Martin 

d.  Frazier  married  Josie  Williams 

e.  Edgar  married  Bettie  Jackson 

f.  Lelia  married  James  Goad 

g.  Nettie  married  Arthur  Jenkins 

4.  Solomon  married  Betty  Stoneman  and  they  had 
the  following  children: 

a.  Rutus  married  Mollie  Bedsaul 

b.  Kenley  married  Rosa  Higgins 

c.  Peron  married  Ennis  Davis 

d.  Robinson  married  Elsie  Jackson 

e.  Daisy  never  married 

f.  Ada  died  young 

5.  Nathan  married  Julia  Perry  and  they  had  the 
following  children: 

a.  Harvie  married  Lillian  McPeak 

b.  Claude  married  Kate  Graham 

c.  May  married  Tom  Roseberry 

d.  Lena  married  Edd  Douglas 

e.  Alverta  married  Ben  Stockner 

f.  Litha  married  Levi  Sheets 

6.  Maryann  married  Stanford  Carico  and  they 
had  the  following  children: 

a.  Charlie  married  Lola  Kirby 

b.  Jim  married  Etta  Ammon,  (2)  Mary  Brewer 
e.  Tom  married  Pearl  Cole 

d.  Walter  married  Lena  Osborne,  (2)  Lula 
Dillon 

e.  Leona  married  Bedford  Morris 

f.  Callie  married  Will  Beasley 

g.  Ella  married  Isaac  Lundy 

7.  Sarah  married  George  Isom  and  they  had  no 
children 

8.  Fannie  never  married 
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9.  Ellen  married  Mark  Stoneman  and  they  had  the 
following  children: 

a.  Phillip 

b.  Maryjane 

c.  Harriett 

d.  Martha 

e.  Florence 

10.  Nancy  married  Malon  Collins  and  they  had 
two  children: 

a.  John 

b.  Mary 

11.  Susan  married  Charles  Farmer  and  they  had 
the  following  children: 

a.  Houston 

b.  Jackson 

c.  Nathan 

d.  Susan 

e.  Phillip 

f.  Mary 

g.  Marvin 

h.  Robinson 

12.  Emaline  married  Creed  Stoneman  and  they  had 
the  following  children: 

a.  Laura 

b.  Malinda 

VI.  Sallie  Cox  married  Jackson  Higgins  and  they 
had  the  following  children: 

a.  Solomon  married  Margie  Todd  and  they  had  the 
following  Children: 

1.  Carl 

2.  Claude 

3.  Mallie 

4.  Verna 

5.  Rose 

6.  Ruth 

7.  Joe 

8.  Lattie 

9.  Bruce 
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b.  Nancy  married  Levi  Todd  and  they  had  the 
following  children: 

1.  Charlie 

2.  Lonnie 

3.  Henry 

4.  Harvie 

5.  Lula 

c.  Bell  married  Wiley  Cooley  and  they  had  no 
children 

d.  Sarah  married  Anderson  Reavis  and  they  had 
the  following  children: 

1.  Troy 

2.  Lona 

3.  Edd 

4.  Jim 

5.  Perry 

6.  Tom 

7.  Fannie 

8.  Letta 

e.  Ellen  married  Jeff  Davis  and  they  had  the  fol¬ 
lowing  children: 

1.  Clate 

2.  Will 

3.  Chester 

4.  Ollie 

5.  Grace 

6.  Rose 

f.  Cena  married  Tom  Branscomb  and  they  had 
the  following  children  that  we  know  of: 

1.  Della 

2.  Roby 

3.  Preston 

4.  Elsie 

5.  May 

6.  Jim 

g.  Susan  married  Fielden  Carico  and  they  had  no 
children 
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h.  Mary  married  George  Collins  and  they  had  the 
following  children: 

1.  Blanche 

2.  Bane 

3.  Wayne 

4.  Bryan 

i.  Rose  died  young 

j.  Fannie  never  married 

k.  Fidelia  never  married 

l.  Arbella  married  Fielden  Rector  and  they  had 
the  following  children: 

1.  Guy 

2.  Fred 

3.  Bob 

4.  Dewey 

5.  Cenia 

6.  Cora 

7.  Ruth 

8.  Zollie 

B.  Decendants  of  Jeremiah  and  Edith  (Davis)  Cox 
I.  Daniel  never  married 

II.  William  married  Emaline  Worrell.  William  had 
one  daughter 

1.  Laura,  married  C.  C.  Golding  and  had  no 
children.  She  m  2nd  Sam  Pace  and  had  one 
son,  Billy 

a.  William  (Billy)  m  Necie  Jessup 

III.  Nathan  m  Rosean  Bedsaul  and  they  had  one 
son  and  one  daughter 

1.  Flem,  m  Effie  Wilson  and  they  had  two  sons 

a.  Ellis,  m  Osie  Cockerham 

b.  Curtis,  m  Marie  Cockerham 

2.  Addie,  m  Dock  Isaac  and  they  had  the  fol¬ 
lowing  children 

a.  Claude,  married  Josephine,  (2)  Ruth 
Taylor 

b.  William,  married  Belle  Higgins 

c.  Boyd,  has  not  married 
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d.  Mallie,  married  Ray  Howe 

e.  Ila,  married  William  McManly 
Nathan  m  Martha  Cole  the  2nd  time  and  they  had 
one  son 

1.  Lester,  m  Mallie  Cox  and  they  had  two 
children 

a.  Katherine 

b.  Bob 

IV.  James  m  Millian  Ward  and  they  had  two  sons 

1.  Robert  (Bob) ,  m  Lou  Rector  and  they  had 
the  following  children 

a.  Earl,  m  Lora  Cox 

b.  Jimmie,  m  Virgie  Higgins 

c.  William,  m  Mamie  Jones 

d.  Ralph,  m  Ruth  Edwards 

e.  Brit,  m  Permelia  Richardson 

f.  Fred  died  young 

g.  Paul,  m  Virginia  Bottoms 

h.  Sam  Pace,  m  Helen  Motley 

i.  Lizzie  is  not  married 

2.  Gordon  (Gord),  m  Margie  Carr  and  they 
had  the  following  children 

a.  Ruth,  m  Jessie  Weaver,  m  2nd  Ray 
Shaeffer 

b.  Lena,  m  Arthur  Patton 

c.  Verna,  m  Vernon  Phillips 

d.  Carr,  m  Hilda  Davis 

e.  Howard  is  not  married 

Thomas  m  Nancy  Roberts  and  they  had  the  fol¬ 
lowing  children: 

1.  Florence,  m  Thomas  Roberts  and  they  had 
the  following  children: 

a.  Dan,  m  Plina  Cox 

b.  Fred  is  not  married 

c.  Frank,  m  Bill  Pope 

d.  Mae,  m  Newton  Burge 

2.  Cora,  m  J.  C.  (Creed)  Matthews  and  they 
had  the  following  children: 

a.  Jeff,  m  Zell  Thomas 
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b.  Edd  has  not  married 

c.  Walter,  m  Blanche  Alderman 

d.  Jack,  m  Clara  Bedwell 

e.  Claude,  m  Dot  Riley 

f.  Alice,  m  Immer  Vass 

g.  Mary,  m  Claude  Johnson 

h.  Blanche,  m  Francis  Clark 

3.  Fannie  married  Jim  Evans  and  they  had  no 
children 

4.  Emma  married  Fred  Cox  and  they  had  the 
following  children: 

a.  Earnest  married  Mildred  Martin 

b.  Nannie  Lee  married  Elmer  Davis 

c.  Mary  married  Elmer  Davis 

d.  Kate  married  Harry  Liddle 

5.  Jossie  married  Jim  Crews  and  they  had  no 
children 

6.  W.  E.  married  Mittie  Osborn  and  they  had 
the  following  children: 

a.  W.  E.,  Jr.  married  Helen  Henley 

b.  Etoile  married  Bill  Berry 

c.  Nita  Sue  married  James  Carico 

W.  E.,  Sr.  married  2nd  Ella  Dobyns  and  they 
had  no  children  to  live 

V.  Malinda  married  Stanford  Stoneman  and  they 
had  no  children  that  lived 

VII.  Jackson  married  Celia  Stoneman  and  they  had 
the  following  children: 

1.  Rufus  E.  married  Calla  Givens  and  they  had 
the  following  children: 

a.  Eugene  J  has  not  married 

b.  Frank  B.  has  not  married 

c.  George  married  Beryl  Hinshaw 

d.  Kate  married  Troy  Rorrer 

2.  Alice  married  James  Mitchell  and  they  had 
the  following  children: 

a.  Edgar  married  Guida  Higgins 

b.  Alma  died  in  young  womanhood,  never 
married 
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Discussing  the  origin  of  the  Cox  reunion.  W.  Earl 
Crabtree  of  Ceres,  Va.,  gave  the  1954  reunion  this  inter¬ 
esting  account. 

His  mother,  who  was  Jennie  Ward,  a  daughter  of 
Albert  Ward  and  Sally  (Cox)  Ward,  who  was  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Solomon  Cox.  When  his  mother  married  Will 
Crabtree  they  moved  to  his  home  at  Ceres  in  Bland 
County,  Va. 

After  his  mother’s  passing  he  and  his  sister  Ruth 
remembering  his  mother  often  spoke  of  the  Cole  Creek 
Valley,  where  she  was  raised,  they  decided  they  would 
like  to  pay  a  visit  to  the  valley,  and  see  if  for  themselves, 
and  knowing  Aunt  Laura  Cox,  wife  of  the  late  John 
S.  Cox,  better  than  any  one  else  in  the  valley,  they 
wrote  her  if  they  could  come  some  Sunday  and  have 
the  use  of  her  lawn  to  spread  their  lunch  and  have  a 
look  at  the  section  where  their  mother  was  raised. 

Aunt  Laura  told  her  neighbors  about  the  request, 
with  the  result  that  so  many  of  the  relatives  ask  per¬ 
mission  to  join  them  that  Aunt  Laura  decided  that  her 
lawn  might  not  be  sufficient  to  accommodate  all  that 
might  come,  so  she  suggested  that  they  meet  at  Glen- 
wood  Church  which  was  in  sight  of  her  home,  and  from 
this  get  together  came  the  Cox  reunion  which  has  been 
organized  and  is  held  every  third  Sunday  in  July. 

The  reunion  has  erected  a  granite  shaft  on  the 
church  lot  to  the  memory  of  Solomon  Cox,  who  settled 
here  about  1773,  and  the  church  and  the  marker  are  in 
sight  of  the  place  where  Solomon  Cox  built  his  first 
cabin.  The  shaft  contains  the  following  inscription 
written  by  the  late  R.  E.  Cox: 


In  Memoriam 
Solomon  Cox 
Pioneer  and  Patriot 

Born  in  New  Castle  Delaware . 1730 

Moved  to  North  Carolina . 1754 

Fought  in  the  Battle  of  Alamance . 1771 

Built  his  first  cabin  on  Cole  Creek . 1773 

Fought  at  Kings  Mountain  . 1780 

Died  in  Ross  County.  Ohio . 1812 
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The  reunion  decided  that  they  should  have  a  history 
of  their  branch  of  the  Cox  family,  and  the  task  of  pre¬ 
paring  this  history  was  given  to  R.  E.Cox,  the  historian 
for  the  reunion,  but  his  passing  before  the  work  was 
finished,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  finish  the  work, 
the  committee  named  was: 

W.  S.  Cox,  Sr.,  Chairman 
Frank  Cox 
Harry  Ward 
Grady  Cooley 
Joe  Neal  Payne 

The  late  R.  E.  Cox  took  an  active  part  in  the  organi¬ 
zation  of  the  reunion. 

This  lease  between  the  Earl  of  Granville  and  Wil¬ 
liam  Cox  is  worth  coppying  if  for  no  other  reason  than 
its  composition: 

4:  558,  “Indenture:  made  the  6th  day  of  Nov.  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
fifty  seven,  between  the  Right  honorable  John,  Earl  of 
Granville,  Viscount  Cartaret  &  Baron  Cartaret  of  Hawns 
in  the  County  of  Bedford  in  the  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britan,  Lord  president  of  his  Majesties  most  honorable 
privy  Counsel  &  Knight  of  the  most  Noble  Order  of  the 
Garter,  on  the  one  part  and  William  Cox.  in  trust  for 
Samuel  Allen,  of  Orange  County  in  the  province  of 
North  Carolina  on  the  other  part  ...  all  that  tract  or 
parcel  of  land  Lying  and  being  in  the  parish  of  St. 
Matthews  in  the  County  of  Orange  on  both  sides  of 
Cox’s  creek  the  waters  of  Deep  River,  beginning  at 
Harmon  Cox’s  corner  “W”  for  the  rent  of  15  shillings. 
Etc. 

Signed  “Granville,, 

The  following  is  taken  from  Albert  Myers’  book  on 
the  Irish  Quakers: 

“In  1699  William  Penn  directed  Henry  Hollingworth 
deputy  surveyor  of  Chester  County,  Penn.,  to  lay  out  a 
tract  of  30,000  acres  of  land  for  his  two  children  William 
and  Letitia  Penn. 

This  survey  contained  all  the  present  township  of 
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New  Garden,  the  greater  part  of  Kennett.  with  several 
thousand  acres  in  the  northern  part  of  New  Castle 
County  (now  in  Delaware) . 

It  was  divided,  the  eastern  part  of  15,000  acres  was 
conveyed  to  Letitia  and  her  tract  was  confirmed  Oct¬ 
ober  the  23rd,  1701,  in  consideration  of  one  beaver  skin 
yearly,  and  the  fatherly  love  and  affection,  I  bear 
to  my  said  daughter.  Letitia  came  over  with  her  father 
in  1699,  and  returned  to  England  with  him  in  1701.  leav¬ 
ing  James  Logan  and  Edward  Pennington  to  manage 
the  property.  Pennington  died  and  Logan  was  the  sole 
Atty,  to  manage  the  property  until  1711,  when  Letitia 
married  William  Aubrey,  a  London  merchant.  He  and 
Letitia  executed  a  power  of  attorney  to  Logan  and 
Samuel  Carpenter.” 

This  boundary  of  land  was  known  as  the  “Manor 
of  Henning”  off  of  which  our  ancestors  bought  much 
of  their  land  in  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware. 

When  our  ancestors  decided  to  leave  Pennsylvania 
and  Delaware  and  go  south,  the  place  they  selected  to 
settle  is  described  in  their  deeds,  as  being  on  Deep 
River  and  Broad  Mouth  Creek,  in  what  was  then  Orange 
County,  N.  C.  In  the  1750’s  when  they  came  to  this  sec¬ 
tion  of  North  Carolina,  it  was  at  a  time  when  as  a  fron¬ 
tier  country  land  was  cheap  and  easily  obtained  from 
the  Crown  of  England.  Being  of  the  Quaker  faith,  one 
of  their  first  interests  was  to  find  a  meeting  where  they 
could  bring  their  certificates  and  have  a  place  to  wor¬ 
ship.  Cane  Creek  meeting  was  the  nearest  established 
meeting  to  where  they  settled  and  they  became  affiliat¬ 
ed  with  this  meeting,  altho  it  was  some  fifteen  miles 
from  their  settlement,  and  the  trail  they  used  to  get  to 
this  meeting  became  known  as  Cox’s  trail,  and  many  of 
the  old  grants  and  deeds  call  for  this  trail.  About  1759 
they  were  granted  a  meeting  for  worship  in  their  neigh¬ 
borhood,  and  a  meeting  house  was  erected  for  the  meet¬ 
ing  and  named  Holly  Springs.  This  meeting  was  used 
for  worship  only,  as  all  business  was  transacted  at  the 
regular  meeting  at  Cane  Creek.  About  1818,  Holly 
Springs  was  made  a  regular  meeting  where  records 
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could  be  kept,  and  we  find  several  of  William  and 
Catherine’s  grandchildren  being  married  here  at  Holly- 
Springs  meeting. 

As  an  early  settler  in  New  Castle  County.  Delaware, 
William  Cox  furnished  his  home  for  a  meeting  place  as 
early  at  1730,  for  his  Quaker  friends,  and  in  1737  a  meet¬ 
ing  was  formed  and  in  1738  a  meeting  house  was  built 
and  was  named  Hockessin  Meeting,  and  this  meeting  is 
still  well  attended  at  this  time,  after  the  passing  of  more 
than  two  hundred  years  since  the  first  meeting  was 
held  in  his  house,  so  William  and  his  family  must  have 
had  a  part  in  the  building  and  establishing  the  Holly 
Springs  Meeting,  and  like  the  Hockessin  meeting  house, 
the  Holly  Springs  meeting  house  is  well  kept,  and  near 
the  meeting  house  is  a  burying  ground  which  is  one  of 
the  largest  rural  burying  grounds  we  have  seen,  and 
like  the  Old  Quaker  Graveyard  in  our  community  it 
contains  many  unmarked  and  lost  graves. 

William  Cox  built  a  mill  on  a  stream  that  was  called 
at  that  time  Cox’s  Mill  Creek.  The  mill  was  located  a 
short  way  above  where  the  creek  emptied  into  Deep 
River,  and  at  this  point  was  a  series  of  rapids,  and  the 
dam  was  built  at  this  point,  and  a  race  was  dug  a  short 
distance  down  the  stream  where  the  water  was  turned 
onto  an  overshot  wheel  which  furnished  the  power  for 
grinding  the  grain  and  which  consisted  at  this  time 
principally  of  corn.  He  is  reported  to  have  had  a  mill 
on  another  stream  near  by,  and  it  is  said  that  these  mills 
ground  corn  meal  for  General  Greene’s  army  during 
the  Revolution. 

The  noted  Tory.  David  Fanning,  had  his  headquar¬ 
ters  in  a  bluff  near  the  mill,  and  in  his  diary  of  1775-83 
he  tells  of  the  battles  of  Cox’s  Mills,  and  it  is  stated 
that  he  succeeded  in  burning  Captain  Cox’s  and  his 
father’s  houses. 

We  were  told  that  this  mill  was  burned  on  a  very 
rainy  night,  but  at  what  date  we  have  been  unable  to 
learn. 

The  dam  to  the  old  mill  held  until  1945,  when  it 
washed  out,  but  the  mud  sill  and  a  couple  of  braces  are 
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still  in  tact.  There  is  a  large  roller  mill  just  across  the 
highway  from  the  old  dam  site,  and  near  where  the  old 
mill  stood,  that  is  known  as  Banes  mill. 

This  mill  is  now  owned  and  operated  by  a  Mr.  Cox 
and  we  suppose  a  decendant  of  William  Cox.  The  cov¬ 
ered  bridge  that  spanned  the  creek  near  the  mill  was 
torn  down  in  1954,  and  we  were  told  this  was  the  last 
bridge  of  its  kind  in  North  Carolina. 

Catherine  Cox  Williams’  wife  evidently  passed  away 
and  was  buried  in  the  Hockessin  graveyard  in  Delaware 
before  he  came  to  North  Carolina  and  she  rests  near  the 
meeting  house  where  the  first  meetings  were  held  in 
her  home.  William  Cox  died  in  1767,  and  was  perhaps 
buried  at  or  near  Holly  Springs  Meeting  in  North  Caro¬ 
lina.  There  is  no  record  that  William  ever  married 
again  after  Catherine  passed  on.  Soon  after  this  came 
the  battle  of  Alamance  and  then  followed  the  Revolu 
tion,  and  after  this  many  of  their  decendants  scattered 
to  many  different  places. 

After  the  battle  of  the  Alamance  in  1771,  between 
the  militia  and  the  Regulators,  many  people  migrated 
from  that  section  of  North  Carolina  to  Virginia  and 
settled  in  what  is  now  Grayson  and  Floyd  Counties,  also 
Carroll  County,  and  a  majority  of  the  settlers  being 
Quakers,  they  settled  here  long  enough  to  build  meeting 
houses  and  establish  settlements,  but  as  time  went  on 
and  the  slavery  question  became  more  aggravated,  and 
as  a  sect  being  opposed  to  slavery,  the  country  farther 
west  lured  them  to  Ohio  and  bordering  states  where 
slavery  was  prohibited. 

Their  place  as  a  church  or  a  religious  organization 
was  taken  over  by  the  Primitive  Baptists,  the  Method¬ 
ists  and  other  church  denominations  who  came  along 
to  become  the  leading  churches  in  this  section. 

Just  how  or  where  these  emigrants  crossed  the  Blue 
Ridge  at  that  time  is  a  guess,  but  at  that  time  there  was 
but  one  wagon  road  across  the  mountain,  and  that  was 
at  the  Good  Spur  Gap,  this  road  reaching  the  top  of  the 
mountain  near  the  old  Morris  graveyard,  and  climbing 
the  mountain  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  ravine,  from 


67 


the  present  Fancy  Gap  Highway  and  doubtless  many 
of  them  crossed  the  mountain  at  this  Gap. 

There  was  a  trail  that  passed  through  the  old  Cox 
estate  that  was  called  by  the  old  settlers  the  Quaker 
Trail,  and  signs,  of  it  may  still  be  seen  on  the  farm  of 
the  late  R.  E.  Cox.  There  is  a  spring  on  this  old  trail 
near  where  Mrs.  Charlie  Carico  lives  that  was  called 
by  the  older  people  the  Quaker  spring.  This  spring  is 
only  a  few  feet  off  of  the  old  trail,  and  it  is  said  that 
the  Quakers  would  stop  at  this  spring  to  refresh  them¬ 
selves,  rest  awhile,  and  perhaps  have  lunch.  This  trail 
led  on  in  a  northernly  direction,  climbing  up  one  side  of 
a  hill  and  down  on  the  other  with  total  disregard  as  to 
grade,  and  ending  up  by  joining  the  road  leading  west 
at  Fort  Chiswell  in  Wythe  County  on  the  present  high¬ 
way  No.  11. 

The  Quakers  built  a  meeting  house  on  the  top  of  a 
hill  on  this  trail  some  three  miles  southeast  of  the 
present  city  of  Galax,  and  laid  out  a  graveyard  that  is 
still  known  as  the  Old  Quaker  Graveyard,  and  it  is  now 
one  of  the  largest  rural  graveyards  to  be  found  any¬ 
where. 

The  land  for  this  meeting  house  and  graveyard  was 
given  by  Joshua  Hanks  and  William  Riddick,  the  deed 
being  made  about  the  same  year  that  Grayson  County 
was  formed  in  1792-3. 

Many  of  the  early  settlers  are  buried  here  and  hav¬ 
ing  no  grave  stones  save  field  stones,  their  graves  have 
been  lost  through  the  passing  of  the  years. 

The  first  meeting  house  was  built  of  hewn  logs  and 
stood  for  a  long  time,  but  was  finally  torn  down  and 
moved  to  another  place  and  rebuilt  for  a  school  house. 
The  older  people  used  to  tell  of  a  custom  the  Quakers 
then  had  when  they  met  for  worship,  they  would  all 
sit  quietly  and  if  no  one  was  moved  by  the  spirit  to  talk 
during  the  meeting  period  they  would  all  get  up  and 
go  home  having  no  other  service. 

The  present  church  I  am  told  is  built  on  the  same 
spot  where  the  original  church  stood  and  one  of  the 
corner  stones  of  the  old  meeting  house  is  under  the 
new  church. 
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The  first  meeting  house  here  was  called  Mt.  Pleasant, 
but  was  later  changed  and  called  Chestnut  Creek. 

The  records  of  the  meetings  was  kept  by  Joshua 
Stoneman  and  the  writing,  using  a  goose  quill  pen,  pre¬ 
sumably  of  his  own  make  is  said  to  be  excellent  and 
these  records  are  now  kept  with  other  meeting  records 
at  Gilford  College,  N.  C. 

Enoch  Cox’  and  his  brother  Jeremiah5  were  the  two 
brothers  that  stayed  on  their  fathers  farm  on  Cole 
Creek,  Jeremiah5  being  the  youngest  child  he  settled  at 
the  home  place  while  Enoch,  Jr.5  settled  on  the  east  side 
of  the  farm  farther  up  the  valley. 

Enoch,  Jr.5  and  his  wife  Nancy  Davis  Cox  had  six 
children  to  grow  up  and  three  of  the  boys  settled  on 
their  father’s  farm,  the  other  brother  Elias6  moved 
farther  up  the  creek  near  the  mountain  and  settled,  the 
ones  settling  on  their  father’s  farm  were  Solomon6, 
Joseph6  and  Hugh6.  The  girls,  Jennie6  married  Mar- 
ville  Ward  and  they  settled  on  Wards  Mill  Creek,  Sally6 
married  Jackson  Higgins  and  they  settled  on  Meadow 
Creek,  and  these  six  children  had  a  total  of  fifty-four 
children. 

Jeremiah5  and  his  wife  Edith  Davis  Cox  had  seven 
children,  six  boys  and  one  girl,  Daniel6,  William6,  Na¬ 
than6,  James6,  Thomas6,  Jackson6  and  Malinda6,’  and 
these  seven  children  had  14  children. 

All  of  Enoch5 ’s  sons  except  Elias  the  oldest,  and  all 
of  Jeremiah5’s  sons  were  of  military  age  when  the  war 
broke  out  between  the  States,  and  all  volunteered  and 
saw  service  in  the  Confederate  armies,  except  Elias 
who  was  subject  to  draft  the  closing  year  of  the  war. 
However,  he  chose  to  spend  the  time  out  of  the  way  of 
officers  in  hiding  until  the  war  closed.  The  rest  of  the 
boys  saw  service  in  the  campaign  around  Richmond,  in 
the  Valley  compaign,  at  Saltville  and  White  Surphur 
Springs,  and  with  Johnston  in  the  South,  and  they  all 
lived  to  come  back  home  from  the  war,  however  Joseph 
died  a  few  days  after  reaching  home,  the  other  boys 
living  to  ripe  old  ages  and  all  settled  on  their  father’s 
farms,  built  homes  and  raised  their  families,  and  lived 
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their  lives  out  on  adjoining  farms,  and  always  remain¬ 
ed  just  one  big  family. 

In  the  succeeding  gerenation  we  have  no  mention 
of  any  who  attained  State  or  National  recognition  for 
outstanding  services,  and  on  the  other  hand  we  have  a 
surprisingly  few  who  had  need  for  help  from  welfare 
or  charitable  organizations,  and  on  down  through  the 
three  hundred  years  we  have  followed  them,  they  seem 
to  have  clung  to  the  middle  class  called  by  many  states¬ 
men  and  politicians  the  backbone  of  our  American 
society,  and  the  class  that  Lincoln  said  “the  Lord  must 
have  loved  or  he  would  not  have  made  so  many  of 
them,”  however,  we  have  run  across  a  few  instances 
where  they  have  furnished  the  foundation  stock  for 
those  who  have  attained  public  recognition. 

The  generation  coming  along  since  Enoch,  Jr. 3  and 
Jeremich  Cox5  who  have  stayed  on  the  farms  have  kept 
up  pretty  well  with  the  modern  trends  of  farming,  leav¬ 
ing  the  general  farming  that  was  practised  by  their 
fathers,  they  have  turned  to  dairying  and  cattle  farm¬ 
ing,  and  now  have  many  nice  dairy  and  cattle  farms 
in  the  place  of  their  father’s  general  farms,  however, 
many  have  left  the  farms  for  other  occupation  or  pro¬ 
fessions,  the  largest  single  group  of  these  being  teach¬ 
ing.  If  all  the  decendants  of  Enoch5  and  Jeremiah  Cox5 
who  have  spent  a  few  years  to  a  whole  lifetime  in  the 
teaching  profession  could  be  placed  in  a  single  line,  it 
would  be  interesting  to  see  how  far  it  would  reach. 

Others  have  turned  to  the  professions  such  as  law, 
medicine,  dentistry,  engineering,  architecture,  science, 
chemistry,  the  ministry,  secretaries,  nursing,  home 
economics,  music  and  art,  and  those  who  choose  busin¬ 
ess  as  a  career  have  been  successful  to  the  degree  of 
contributing  substantially  to  the  upbuilding  of  the  com¬ 
munities  where  they  have  resided,  and  especially  in 
and  around  Galax  where  many  of  them  have  located. 

And  now,  after  the  passing  of  nearly  two  hundred 
years  since  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Governor  of  Virginia, 
made  the  grant  of  land  to  Solomon  Cox  on  Cole  Creek, 
much  of  this  grant  has  passed  into  other  names,  how¬ 
ever,  Flem  C.  Cox,  Roy  Cox,  Dean  Cox  and  the  heirs  of 
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the  late  R.  E.  Cox  all  direct  decendants  of  Solomon  Cox 
still  own  a  sizeable  block  of  the  original  grant. 

There  is  much  more  that  could  be  written  in  detail 
about  our  ancestors,  however,  we  have  tried  to  trace 
our  ancestry  with  as  little  detail  as  possible,  as  we  feel 
that  in  this  way  it  will  be  easier  for  the  reader  to 
understand. 

Our  branch  of  the  Cox  family  were  of  the  Quaker 
faith,  and  as  a  sect  they  had  very  fixed  and  definite 
ideas  as  to  the  behaviour  of  their  members,  and  things 
for  which  they  would  disown  a  member  seem  rather 
strange  at  this  time.  We  find,  for  instance,  from  the 
records  of  the  meetings  that  they  would  disown  a  mem¬ 
ber  for  “marrying  out”  which  meant  that  you  were  ma- 
ried  by  someone  other  than  a  Quaker  and  this  kind  of 
marriage  was  sometimes  called  “marriage  by  a  priest.” 

They  would  also  disown  you  if  you  accompanied  a 
brother,  sister,  or  friend  in  a  marriage  out,  also  you 
could  not  engage  in  fist  fights  or  go  to  law  with  anyone, 
own  slaves  or  bear  arms,  and  it  seemed  that  our  ances¬ 
tors  would  occassionally  break  some  of  these  require¬ 
ments,  with  the  result  that  many  of  them  were  dis¬ 
owned,  but  when  they  would  repent  and  say  that  they 
were  sorry  they  would  be  taken  back  in  the  fold  again. 

We  owe  a  great  debt  of  gratitude  to  our  early  Quak¬ 
er  meetings  to  which  our  forefathers  belonged,  for  the 
fine  records  they  kept  and  have  preserved.  If  it  were 
not  for  these  records  there  is  much  that  we  have  learn¬ 
ed  about  our  ancestors  that  we  would  otherwise  never 
known. 

William  Cox2,  while  living  in  Hockessin,  Delaware, 
along  with  John  Baldwin,  John  and  Henry  Dixon,  Irish 
friends  who  had  lately  come  over  from  Ireland,  organ¬ 
ized  the  Hockessin  meeting  in  1737,  but  the  first  meet¬ 
ings  were  held  in  William  Cox’s2  home,  and  a  meeting 
house  was  built  in  1738,  named  Hockessin  Meeting,  and 
the  record  shows  that  two  or  more  of  William2  and 
Catherine’s  children  were  married  in  this  meeting. 

On  moving  to  North  Carolina  in  the  1750’s  he,  along 
with  his  family  and  other  friends,  got  a  meeting  estab- 


71 


lished  in  their  neighborhood  on  Deep  River  in  1758, 
which  they  named  Holly  Springs,  and  this  meeting  is 
well  attended  and  well  kept  at  this  time,  and  we  find 
in  their  records  the  marriage  of  several  of  William's1 
grandchildren  being  married  here. 

Just  before  going  to  North  Carolina,  someone  made 
a  complaint  against  him  in  the  meeting  for  some  infrac¬ 
tion  of  the  rules  or  conduct,  and  when  he  received  the 
complaint  he  did  not  return  it  but  went  on  to  North 
Carolina  and  did  not  return  it  until  some  seven  years 
later  when  he  went  back  to  the  home  meeting,  and 
brought  with  him  a  certificate  from  the  meeting  in 
North  Carolina  setting  forth  the  things  he  had  been 
doing  for  the  friends  down  there,  and  when  he  was 
ready  to  return  to  North  Carolina  they  gave  him  a  cer¬ 
tificate  to  the  Cane  Creek  Meeting  which  was  the  meet¬ 
ing  of  record  for  him  in  North  Carolina. 

While  the  Quakers  have  preserved  many  records 
that  have  helped  tremendiously  in  searching  out  our 
ancestors,  we  find  records  missing  that  we  would  love 
very  much  to  have.  We  have  the  record  of  William's 
brother  John’s2  marriage  to  Jane  Phillips  in  1717,  also 
his  brother  Richard’s2  marriage  to  Margaret  Potts  about 
1812,  and  also  the  marriage  of  his  brother  Thomas ?  to 
Elizabeth  Fincher  in  1722,  but  we  have  been  unable  to 
find  any  record  of  William’s2  marriage.  We  also  find 
the  same  situation  with  his  son  Solomon  ;  who  came  to 
Cole  Creek  about  1773,  and  the  son  from  whom  we  trace 
our  family  here.  When  Solomon2  left  Delaware  for 
North  Carolina  he  was  reported  to  be  single,  but  he 
evidently  married  soon  after  he  came  to  North  Caro¬ 
lina  but  we  have  been  unable  to  find  his  marriage  bonds 
in  the  meeting  records  or  court  records.  We  also  run 
into  the  same  difficulty  here  with  our  relatives  in  the 
Cole  Creek  settlement  in  Virginia  as  was  the  case  in 
other  sections.  During  this  early  period  new  Counties 
were  being  formed  out  of  older  ones  and  new  court 
houses  being  built,  and  records  being  moved  and  it  is 
hardly  any  wonder  that  records  were  misplaced. 

Marriage  records  were  further  complicated  here  as 
we  were  so  close  to  the  North  Carolina  line,  and  as  the 
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law  was  in  North  Carolina  you  could  get  your  license 
from  an  officer  and  he  would  perform  the  wedding 
ceremony  at  the  same  time,  and  people  who  decided  to 
get  married  with  the  least  trouble  would  go  over  to 
North  Carolina  as  it  was  nearer  than  the  court  house 
in  Grayson  County,  Va.,  and  get  their  license,  and  be 
married  on  the  same  trip,  and  in  this  case  the  certifi¬ 
cate  would  be  recorded  in  North  Carolina,  Ashe  Coun¬ 
ty,  N.  C.,  being  the  adjoining  County  in  North  Carolina 
at  this  time.  The  license  would  be  put  on  record  at 
Jefferson,  N.  C.,  as  Jefferson  was  the  County  seat  of 
Ashe  County. 

We  found  on  our  search  at  Jefferson  that  all  the 
marriage  records  had  been  destroyed  in  a  fire  in  the 
court  house  about  1850,  consequently  many  records 
were  missing  that  we  would  have  loved  very  much  to 
have  had  in  order  to  make  this  work  complete. 

Alleghany  County,  N.  C.,  was  formed  from  Ashe 
County  about  1850  and  Alleghany  is  the  county  adjoin¬ 
ing  Grayson  County,  Va..  at  this  time  that  is  nearest 
our  section. 

SUMMARY  OF  THE  COAL  CREEK  BRANCH 
OF  THE  COX  FAMILY 

We  trace  our  ancestry  from  William  Cox1  and  wife 
Amv . who  were  living  in  New  Castle,  Dela¬ 

ware  as  early  as  1719.  This  William  Cox1  was  probably 
born  in  Gloucester  County,  England  about  1657-8. 

William1  and  wife  Amy  had  a  son  William2  who  was 
born  about  1692  and  he  married  about  1716  Catherine 

.  and  they  had  five  sons  and  five  daughters 

and  lived  near  Hockessin  Delaware  until  in  the  1750’s 
when  William2  with  five  sons  and  four  of  his  daughters 
moved  to  Orange  County,  N.  C.  (now  included  in  Ran¬ 
dolph  County,  N.  C.)  William’s2  wife  Catherine  had 
passed  on  circa  1744-48. 

Solomon3,  fourth  son  of  William2,  came  to  the  Cole 
Creek  section  of  Carroll  County,  Virginia  about  1773, 
was  granted  a  deed  to  the  land  in  1783,  but  due  to  the 
Revolution  War  the  grant  was  not  issued  until  1793. 
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He  married  about  1755  Naomi . ,  who  died  be¬ 

tween  1795-1799.  Of  Solomon’s3  eight  children  only 
one  settled  on  his  farm  on  Cole  Creek.  Enoch,  Sr.  '•  was 
the  son  who  stayed  on  the  farm,  and  he  married  about 
1781  Mary  Mackey  from  the  Yadkin  River  settlement 
of  North  Carolina.  Of  Enoch’s-5,  seven  children  bv  his 
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first  marriage  and  four  by  his  second  marriage  to  Sally 
Stoneman,  only  two  stayed  on  his  farm  and  these  two 
were  Enoch,  Jr.5  and  Jeremiah5.  Enoch,  Jr.5  married 
Nancy  Davis  and  Jeremiah5  married  Edith  Davis.  Their 
wives  were  sisters,  daughters  of  Daniel  Davis. 

Enoch,  Jr.5  and  his  wife  Nancy  had  the  following 
family:  Elias6,  Solomon6,  Joseph6,  Hugh6,  Jennie6, 

Sally6,  Jeremiah5  and  his  wife  Edith  had  the  following 
children: 

Daniel6,  William6,  Nathan6,  James6,  Thomas6,  Jack- 
son6,  Malinda6. 

The  family  chain  is  William1,  William2,  Solomon3, 
Enoch7',  Enoch,  Jr.  and  Jeremiah5  and  in  the  main  vol¬ 
ume  we  have  followed  the  children  of  Enoch,  Jr.  and 
Jeremiah  on  down  through  three  more  generations,  so 
it  should  not  be  difficult  for  the  reader  to  trace  his 
ancestry. 

THE  SONS  OF  ENOCH  AND  JEREMIAH  COX 

By  W.  E.  Cox,  Sr. 

William1,  William3,  Solomon3,  Enoch-*,  Enoch  Jr.5 

Jeremiah5 

It  might  be  interesting  to  the  coming  generations  to 
have  a  description  of  the  appearances  and  character¬ 
istics  of  the  sons  of  Enoch  and  Jeremiah  Cox  from  some¬ 
one  who  remembers  them. 

Enoch5 

Elias6’ — The  oldest  son  of  Enoch  and  Nancy  Davis 
Cox  was  born  12-22-1821.  He  was  the  only  son  that  did 
not  settle  on  his  father’s  farm  but  moved  farther  up  the 
valley  near  the  mountains.  He  did  not  care  much  for 
farming,  his  hobby  being  guns  and  hunting  and  his 
favorite  game  squirrels.  He  enjoyed  the  shooting  match¬ 
es  that  were  common  in  his  day  and  could  always  be 
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counted  on  to  be  present  on  such  occasions.  He  wore 
a  luxuriant  beard  cut  about  half  length,  had  the  usual 
blue-gray  eyes  and  dark  hair.  At  his  death  he  had  a 
well  stocked  arsenal  of  polished  and  oiled  guns  mount¬ 
ing  into  the  teens  of  mountain  rifles  and  shot  guns  to 
which  he  had  taken  a  fancy  and  bought.  He  is  remem¬ 
bered  for  a  slight  cough  before  beginning  a  subject  and 
his  favorite  expression  was  gosh. 

Solomon6 — The  second  son  was  born  12-15-1822,  a 
man  of  medium  build  with  the  usual  dark  hair  and  blue- 
gray  eyes.  He  settled  on  his  father’s  farm  and  was  a 
good  farmer  and  neighbor— a  quiet  retiring  man  who 
cared  nothing  for  any  flare  for  public  recognition.  He 
was  of  a  kindly  disposition  and  spent  his  life  looking 
after  his  farm  and  family.  If  he  had  any  special  hobby 
no  one  seems  to  remember  what  it  was.  When  his 
active  days  were  over  he  turned  his  farm  over  to  his 
sons  and  spent  his  last  days  sitting  around  the  house  in 
his  easy  chair  or  strolling  around  the  farm.  Like  most 
of  the  men  of  his  day  he  wore  a  full  beard  of  medium 
length. 

Joseph6 — Joe,  as  he  was  commonly  called,  is  describ¬ 
ed  by  his  grandchildren,  as  told  to  them  by  their  par¬ 
ents,  as  being  the  largest  of  all  Enoch’s  boys,  being  per¬ 
haps  six  feet  tall  and  weighing  200  pounds  or  more  and 
well  proportioned.  They  do  not  remember  whether  or 
not  he  wore  a  beard,  or  as  to  the  color  of  his  eyes  and 
hair,  but  presumably  they  were  much  like  the  others 
of  the  family. 

He  was  captured  during  the  Civil  War  and  was  in 
prison  at  the  close  of  the  war.  After  his  release  he 
started  walking  for  home  and  in  some  way  his  family 
found  out  he  was  coming  and  two  of  his  relatives  start¬ 
ed  out  to  meet  him.  They  met  him  coming  up  Poplar 
Camp  mountain  and  being  so  weak  from  his  imprison¬ 
ment  and  long  walk  he  could  not  raise  his  feet,  but  was 
slipping  them  along  on  the  ground  still  struggling  to 
make  it  home.  It  is  said  that  on  the  way  home  some 
sympathetic  mother  seeing  his  weaked  condition  and 
hunger  insisted  on  preparing  him  a  meal  of  which  he 
ate  too  much  for  his  weakened  condition  setting  up  a 
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diarrhea  from  which  he  died  a  few  days  after  reaching 
home.  He  was  the  third  son  and  was  born  1-12-1829  and 
died  3-24-1865,  leaving  two  sons  and  three  daughters 
besides  his  wife. 

Hugh6- — He  was  smaller  than  his  brothers,  and  set¬ 
tled  on  his  father’s  farm.  In  addition  to  farming  he 
made  pottery  from  a  clay  found  in  places  along  Cole 
Creek  and  known  as  pipe  clay.  Among  his  creations 
were  jugs,  jars,  crocks  and  pots  which  may  be  found 
around  the  country  at  the  present  time.  He  served  in 
the  war  as  a  drummer  and  after  the  war  was  always  in 
demand  at  the  reunions  and  was  never  happier  than 
when  leading  a  march  with  his  drums.  He  might  be 
classed  as  an  expert  on  the  drums  and  could  beat  all 
the  calls  that  were  required  of  a  drummer  in  the  service 
up  until  a  short  time  before  his  death.  Unlike  most  men 
of  his  day  he  wore  only  a  mustache. 

Malinda6  Cox — Daughter  of  Jeremiah  and  Edith 
Cox,  married  Stanford  Stoneman  and  lived  on  Elkhorn 
Creek  in  Carroll  County.  They  had  two  children  who 
died  in  infancy. 

Jeremiah5 

Daniel6 — The  oldest  was  of  medium  height,  sturdily 
build  and  with  blue-gray  eyes  and  dark  hair.  He  wore 
a  full  beard  of  medium  length.  He  was  a  carpenter  and 
a  batchelor.  He  was  elected  a  magistrate  the  first  year 
of  the  Civil  War  and  saw  no  service  during  the  war. 
After  the  war  he  and  his  brother  William  with  the  help 
of  the  other  brothers  built  a  mill  on  Chestnut  Creek  and 
he  devoted  the  rest  of  his  life  to  the  tending  of  this 
mill.  He  left  more  records  of  the  happenings  of  his 
generation  than  any  other  of  his  family  and  the  ledgers 
and  papers  he  collected  while  magistrate  make  interest¬ 
ing  reading  now  and  will  become  more  valuable  as  time 
goes  on.  His  hobby  was  collecting  gold  coins. 

William6 — Billy  as  he  was  familiarly  called  was 
rather  smaller  than  the  other  bovs  and  was  the  onlv  one 
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who  did  not  wear  a  beard,  only  a  mustache.  He  had  the 
usual  color  of  hair  and  eyes.  He  lived  on  a  farm  near 
the  mill  but  spent  most  of  his  time  at  the  mill.  He  was 
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a  good  carpenter  and  cabinet  maker,  and  he  contributed 
much  toward  the  upkeep  of  the  mill.  He  was  known  by 
his  customers  for  his  generosity,  never  turning  the 
needy  away  without  giving  meal  or  flour.  His  hobby 
was  keeping  his  tools  in  perfect  shape  and  turning  out 
excellent  pieces  of  workmanship. 

Nathan6 — Perhaps  the  larger  of  the  family  of  boys, 
he  was  about  six  feet  tall  and  well  proportioned.  He 
had  the  usual  family  hair  and  eyes  and  wore  a  full 
length  beard  extending  down  on  his  chest.  We  was  a 
farmer  and  skilled  in  the  use  of  all  the  farm  tools  that 
they  had  to  work  with  in  his  day.  No  one  would  chal¬ 
lenge  him  with  a  mowing  scythe  or  grain  cradle  and 
when  hewing  was  to  be  done,  he  was  the  one  to  use  the 
broad  axe.  The  sills,  plates  and  girders  in  the  Glenwood 
Methodist  Church  were  hewn  by  him.  Few  had  a  more 
gentle  spirit  or  gave  more  of  his  time  to  helping  others. 

James6 — He  was  the  weaker  physically  of  the  broth¬ 
ers,  had  the  usual  dark  hair  and  blue-gray  eyes,  and 
wore  a  full  length  beard  that  came  down  on  his  chest. 
He  was  a  farmer  and  spent  all  his  life  on  the  farm.  He 
was  unusually  cautious  about  fire  and  seldom  had  more 
than  three  sticks  of  wood  on  the  fire  and  always  had  a 
turkey  wing  by  his  chair  to  fan  the  fire  into  a  blaze 
when  it  got  too  low.  His  hobby  was  reading  his  Bible 
and  when  he  was  in  the  house  you  seldom  found  him 
without  his  Bible  open  before  him.  He  loved  to  talk 
about  the  scriptures  and  would  not  shrink  from  a  good 
argument  about  its  teachings  if  one  wished  to  challenge 
him. 

Thomas6 — He,  along  with  Nathan,  was  the  larger 
and  stronger  of  the  brothers  and  they  were  the  leaders 
in  the  tough  jobs  that  required  lots  of  strength  and 
stamina.  He  also  had  the  family  dark  hair  and  blue- 
gray  eyes  and  wore  his  mustache  and  chin  beard  clipped 
to  about  an  inch  in  length.  He  was  a  farmer  and  spent 
all  of  his  active  life  on  his  farm, was  skilled  in  the  use 
of  farm  tools,  and  if  he  had  a  hobby  it  perhaps  would 
have  been  to  see  that  he  had  always  prepared  and  on 
hand  plenty  of  supplies  for  his  family  and  stock. 
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Jackson6 — The  youngest  son  of  Jeremiah  was  a  bit 
smaller  than  Nathan  and  Thomas,  but  in  his  early  life 
was  very  strong  and  active.  He  had  the  usual  family 
dark  hair  and  blue-gray  eyes  and  wore  a  full  beard 
trimmed  to  about  an  inch  or  more  in  length.  He  lived 
at  the  old  home  place  and  was  an  excellent  farmer. 
He  later  bought  two  other  farms  and  in  addition  he  and 
his  brother-in-law  built  and  opened  the  first  store  in 
the  community.  He  also  brought  into  the  neighborhood 
the  first  horse-drawn  mowing  machine  and  rake.  He 
also  pioneered  in  many  other  undertakings  in  his  com¬ 
munity,  and  if  he  had  any  hobby  it  was  attention  to  his 
business,  living  in  harmony  with  his  neighbors.  This 
quality  of  living  in  peace  with  their  neighbors  held  good 
for  all  of  Enoch’s  and  Jeremiah’s  boys. 

.We  have  no  recorded  description  of  our  Cox  ancestors 
from  Solomon  down  to  Enoch,  Jr.,  and  Jeremiah  as  to 
their  personal  appearance  or  activities,  only  that  they 
lived  and  worked  their  farms  and  raised  their  families 
much  as  all  the  early  settlers  had  to  during  the  period 
of  the  opening  of  this  frontier  section  of  Virginia.  How¬ 
ever,  when  we  come  down  to  Enoch.  Jr.,  and  Jeremiah’s 
families  we  have  a  few  living  at  this  time  who  remem 
ber  the  boys,  how  they  looked,  how  they  lived,  and  some 
of  the  things  they  accomplished. 

We  have  already  described  their  personal  appear¬ 
ance,  but  some  of  the  things  they  did  and  were  interest¬ 
ed  in  may  be  of  some  interest  to  the  coming  generation 
of  Coxs.  The  ten  boys  of  Enoch,  Jr.,  and  Jeremiah  all 
stayed  with  their  fathers  on  the  farm  until  they  were 
grown  men,  helping  to  clear  away  the  forests  and  pre¬ 
paring  the  necessities  for  living.,  which  in  this  present 
day  is  most  unusual.  The  War  Between  the  States  com¬ 
ing  on  caught  all  the  boys  of  military  age  and  all  vol¬ 
unteered  and  saw  service  in  the  Confederate  Army  with 
the  exception  of  Elias.  We  recall  only  three  of  the  boys 
at  this  time  who  were  married  when  they  went  into 
service;  these  were  Joe  and  Solomon  of  Enoch’s  sons 
and  William  of  Jeremiah’s  sons.  They  all  came  back 
from  the  war  but  Joe  died  soon  after  reaching  home. 
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Their  first  interest  on  returning  was  to  help  restore  the 
home  places  that  had  been  neglected  during  the  four 
years  they  had  been  in  the  service  and  to  help  Daniel 
and  William  build  a  saw  and  grist  mill  that  was  so 
needed  in  the  community  and  surrounding  country. 
They  built  a  rock  dam  across  Chestnut  Creek  to  furnish 
power  for  this  mill,  and  it  is  almost  unbelievable  at  this 
day  with  its  modern  equipment  to  see  how  they  got  such 
huge  stones  in  place  in  this  dam  with  no  equipment 
other  than  their  hands  with  crow  bars  and  hand  spikes, 
but  they  did  it  and  it  would  be  standing  today  practical¬ 
ly  as  built  had  it  not  been  partially  destroyed  to  help 
relieve  flood  damage.  The  huge  flat  stones  were  floated 
down  the  creek  to  the  dam  site  on  rafts,  thus  explain¬ 
ing  how  the  heavy  stones  were  handled  as  the  heighth 
of  the  dam  increased. 

They  got  the  saw  mill  in  operation  about  1872.  It  was 
a  sash  up  and  down  saw;  the  log  was  kept  against  the 
saw  by  means  of  a  rachet  and  when  the  cut  was  com¬ 
pleted  the  carriage  was  run  back  by  treading  a  wheel 
with  the  feet.  The  power  was  furnished  by  the  water 
being  turned  on  an  octagon  shaped  piece  of  timber  with 
paddles  bolted  on  to  short  arms  fastened  into  this  octa¬ 
gon  piece  of  timber,  and  the  up  and  down  motion  of 
the  saw  accomplished  by  a  crank  shaped  piece  of  metal 
fastened  to  the  end  of  this  water  wheel.  The  grist  mill 
was  finished  some  three  or  four  years  later. 

In  connection  with  the  saw  mill,  we  think  it  of  inter¬ 
est  to  mention  the  coffin  manufacturing.  It  was  from 
this  mill  that  the  community  obtained  its  coffins.  They 
were  of  beautiful  craftsmanship  of  solid  walnut  lumber. 
When  the  residents  saw  a  man  coming  down  the  foot 
path  that  led  through  the  valley  toward  Coxs’  Mill 
carrying  a  trimmed  sapling  as  a  measuring  pole,  we 
are  told  that  they  were  able  to  tell  fairly  accurately  who 
was  dead  by  the  length  of  the  pole  and  their  knowledge 
of  who  was  ill  in  the  community.  The  records  concern¬ 
ing  the  coffin  manufacture  are  now  preserved  by  W.  E. 
Cox. 

When  the  boys  had  established  their  homes  and 
their  families  began  coming  on.  the  next  thing  was  to 
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build  a  school  house  for  their  children;  consequently 
logs  were  hauled  to  the  mill  and  lumber  made  ready  for 
this  building.  The  place  selected  for  this  house  was  in 
the  midst  of  a  forest  of  White  Oak  on  the  farm  of  Solo¬ 
mon  Cox,  then  his  son  John,  and  now  owned  by  his  son 
Dean  Cox,  and  the  location  was  near  a  large  branch  and 
a  fine  spring.  A  clearing  of  the  brush  around  the  house 
made  a  play  ground,  leaving  four  big  Oak  trees  that  the 
boys  used  as  corners  in  their  favorite  game  of  Town 
Ball;  clumps  of  mountain  laurel  and  a  swamp  thicket 
served  as  rest  rooms  for  the  pupils. 

This  school  house  was  a  framed  building  about  18  x 
20  feet  with  a  door  in  one  end  and  a  large  rock  chimney 
in  the  other  with  a  fireplace  that  would  take  from  four 
to  six  foot  sticks  of  wood.  There  was  a  window  in  each 
side  of  the  house  and  perhaps  one  in  the  end  by  the  side 
of  the  chimney.  The  house  was  boxed  up  and  down  with 
chestnut  plank  about  one  foot  wide  and  stripped  at  the 
joints  with  three  inch  lathes.  The  floor  was  of  rough 
boards  with  no  sub  floor  and  there  was  no  ceiling  on  the 
walls  or  overhead.  The  seats  were  slabs  from  the  saw 
mill  with  holes  bored  in  the  ends  and  legs  fitted  in  these 
holes  leaving  the  flat  part  of  the  slab  on  top  to  sit  on. 
This  consisted  of  about  all  the  physical  set  up  for  the 
school.  The  children  all  began  with  Holmes  Speller  and 
Reader,  and  when  they  reached  the  third  R  it  was  Dav¬ 
ies  ’Rithmetic  for  them.  The  school  house  was  built 
around  1875  and  the  first  teacher  was  perhaps  Martha 
(Mat)  Booker  from  Surry  County,  N.  C.  Then  follow¬ 
ing  we  remember  Julian  Price,  C.  C.  (Lum)  Golding, 
Rufus  Cooley,  Marsh  Cox  and  perhaps  R.  E.  Cox  also 
taught  here  before  the  school  house  was  moved  to  an¬ 
other  location.  One  rule  that  held  good  throughout  the 
life  of  this  school  was  that  at  the  noon  hour  as  soon  as 
the  boys  finished  their  lunch,  they  were  required  to  go 
into  the  surrounding  woods  and  bring  in  a  shoulder 
load  of  wood  to  supply  the  fire  for  the  school  house. 
Then  a  couple  of  the  larger  boys  were  detailed  to  cut 
it  up  in  stick  lengths  for  the  fireplace  and  in  this  way 
fuel  was  furnished  for  the  whole  of  the  school  term. 

In  these  early  times  all  the  children’s  clothes  were 
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The  Glenwood  Methodist  Church  on  Coal  Creek,  south  of  Galax,  Virginia,  where 

the  Cox  reunions  are  held  each  year 


home  made,  for  the  boys  their  shoes  were  made  of  home 
tanned  leather  and  made  by  a  local  shoe  maker  and  the 
bottoms  were  put  on  with  wooden  pegs.  Their  clothes 
consisted  of  a  shirt  made  of  cotton  checks,  a  tight  fitting 
jacket  or  blouse  of  home  spun  jeans,  and  pants  of  the 
same  material.  The  girls  wore  home  made  shoes,  home 
knit  yarn  stockings,  linsey  dresses  made  by  hand  from 
wool  from  sheep  raised  on  the  farm.  Most  of  the  winters 
were  very  cold  with  lots  of  snow  and  some  children  had 
to  walk  for  miles  to  and  from  school  in  all  kinds  of 
weather,  but  no  one  complained  as  they  were  getting 
the  best  that  was  to  be  had  in  their  day. 

In  addition  to  this  house  being  used  for  school,  it  was 
also  used  as  a  meeting  house  for  all  denominations  and 
a  Sunday  School  was  held  through  the  warm  months 
for  many  years,  and  some  of  the  Sunday  School  litera¬ 
ture  used  may  be  found  in  some  of  the  homes  in  the 
community  at  this  time.  The  only  Sunday  School  sup¬ 
erintendent  that  we  can  recall  at  this  time  was  Colum¬ 
bus  (Lum)  Calaway.  The  Dunkards  preached  here 
and  held  one  or  more  communion  suppers  in  the  old 
school  house. 

In  the  years  about  1885  it  was  decided  that  the  com¬ 
munity  should  have  a  church,  and  the  Glenwood  Church 
was  built  sometime  around  this  date.  At  this  time  four 
roads  converged  at  a  point  near  the  Solomon  and  Jack- 
son  Cox  line.  Jackson  Cox  had  built  a  store  house  at 
this  point  and  the  church  was  located  across  the  road 
from  the  store  and  at  its  present  location.  Jackson  Cox 
and  his  brother-in-law  Robert  (Bob)  Ward  kept  a  store 
at  this  point  for  many  years,  and  also  about  this  time 
the  Post  Office  Department  established  a  Star  Mail 
Route  between  Hillsville  and  Meadow  Creek  and  the 
office  of  Cole  Creek  was  kept  in  this  store— these  build¬ 
ings  formed  the  nucleus  around  which  the  community 
gathered. 

We  think  perhaps  some  may  wonder  where  this  val¬ 
ley  got  the  name  of  Cole  Creek  as  there  are  no  deposits 
of  coal  to  be  found  in  this  section.  The  spelling  as  COAL 
came  about  when  the  Post  Office  Department  establish¬ 
ed  the  above  mentioned  star  route,  the  route  crossing 
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the  valley  near  the  original  homestead.  No  one  seems 
to  know  why  the  Department  spelled  the  name  COAL, 
but  in  this  way  it  became  the  accustomed  way  of  spell¬ 
ing.  This  way  of  spelling  was  evidently  not  the  way  of 
the  early  settlers  as  we  find  in  early  documents  and 
deeds  that  it  was  spelled  COLE,  and  the  late  R.  E.  Cox 
recalled  that  he  had  heard  the  old  settlers  say  that  there 
was  a  man  by  the  name  of  Cole  who  once  lived  in  the 
settlement  that  was  well  liked  by  his  neighbors  and  that 
the  valley  and  creek  were  named  for  him.  Indeed  the 
records  show  that  Ruth  Cox,  eldest  daughter  of  Enoch 
Cox,  Sr.,  who  was  born  Jan.  29,  1784,  married  one  Wil¬ 
liam  Rodney  Cole  on  Dec.  8,  1802  and  that  they  had  four 
children.  There  is  no  record  of  where  they  lived,  but 
he  passed  away  before  1840  as  in  that  year  his  widow 
Ruth  married  a  Mr.  Warren  and  they  moved  to  Mis¬ 
souri.  We  think  it  is  very  probable  that  the  name  for 
the  valley  originated  from  William  Rodney  Cole. 

The  valley  is  rather  unique  in  some  respects.  It  is 
flanked  on  either  side  by  low  lying  hills  and  the  creek 
has  its  origin  in  a  spring  at  Parsons  Gap  only  a  few 
hundred  yards  from  the  Blue  Ridge  Parkway.  Indeed  the 
valley  is  within  a  mile  of  the  Eastern  Continental  Di¬ 
vide,  the  waters  which  rise  here,  however,  flow  into 
New  River  which  in  turn  empties  into  the  Mississippi 
eventually.  It  is  fortunate,  or  otherwise  as  one  may 
view  it,  as  it  has  no  through  highway  leading  through 
the  valley,  the  main  highways  leading  across  the  Blue 
Ridge  pass  on  either  side  of  the  valley.  There  is  a 
winding  road  leading  all  the  way  from  the  Pipers  Gap 
Highway  near  Galax  all  the  way  up  the  valley  to  Par¬ 
sons  Gap  and  connects  with  the  Blue  Ridge  Parkway, 
half  of  which  is  macadam. 

OUR  DAVIS  ANCESTORS 

It  would  be  appropriate  to  give  a  sketch  of  our  Davis 
ancestors  as  Enock5  and  Jeremiah5  Cox  both  married 
daughters  of  Daniel  Davis. 

Dr.  J.  Stoneman  was  a  contemporary  of  Enoch  Cox, 
Sr.  and  married  Elizabeth  Davis,  who  was  an  aunt  of 
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the  Elizabeth  Davis  from  whom  this  record  is  taken. 

Dr.  J.  Stoneman  was,  so  far  as  we  know,  the  first  prac¬ 
ticing  physician  in  this  section  of  the  country  and  we 
have  a  prescription  that  he  gave  to  Jeremiah  Cox  which 
we  think  deserves  copying: 

The  Prescription 

In  the  first  place,  take  half  of  the  powders  marked 
puke  in  a  little  warm  water,  lay  down  half  an  hour, 
then  rise  and  divide  what  is  left  into  three  parts,  and 
take  one  part  in  warm  water  every  ten  minutes  until 
thee  puke  freely.  Then  stop  and  take  a  gill  of  warm 
water  just  after  every  puke  till  thee  pukes  five  or  six 
times. 

Then  stop  and  take  water  gruel  well  salted  to  turn 
it  down,  and  if  it  does  not  turn  easily  take  a  little  weak 
grog  a  few  times. 

“Then  tomorrow  morning,  mix  the  powders  in  a 
little  warm  water  and  take  it  all  on  an  empty  stomache 
and  when  thee  has  one  passage  take  water  gruel  lightly 
salted  to  work  it  off  and  from  the  time  thee  takes  the 
puke  till  one  day  after  the  purge  is  done,  the  diet  is  to 
be  light  and  easy  of  digestion.  No  hog  meat,  milk,  but 
little  cold  water,  nothing  sour  of  a  windy  nature,  the 
drink  may  be  ditony  sage  or  hyssop  tea  and  toast  and 
water  etc. 

Then  after  that  take  two  tablespoonfulls  of  the 
bitter  brandy  morning  noon  and  nights,  before  eating 
every  day  till  thee  appetite  gets  good. 

“For  Jerah  Cox 

J.  Stoneman 
Feby  10  th  1827 

“NB  —  Put  the  bitters  into  a  bottle  with  a  pint  of 
brandy,  shake  the  bottle  well,  then  add  a  pint  of  water 
to  it  and  shake  it  twice  daily  every  day  for  three  days 
then  it  is  ready  for  use  as  above  described.” 

Elizabeth  Davis,  wife  of  J.  Stoneman  gives  the  fol¬ 
lowing  as  her  brothers  and  sisters  and  who  they  mar¬ 
ried: 

Thomas  married  Rebecca  Bryant 

Charles  married  Nirron  Carr 
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Mollie  married  James  Williams 
Hannah  married  Garner  Bryant 
John  married  Lydia  Bryant 
Daniel  married  Jennie  Patton 
Morris  married  Margaret  Ward 
William  married  Elizabeth  Davis — married  a  2nd 
time 

Harmon  married  Hannah  Middleton 
Mose  married  Ann  Willets 

Thaner  married  James  Vernon — 2nd  to  John  Hiatt 
Elizabeth  married  J.  Stoneman 

Daniel  Morgan  Davis  and  his  wife  Jennie  (Jane) 
Patton  settled  on  Chestnut  Creek  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  stream  from  the  old  Thomas  Higgins  place  and 
his  land  extended  to  the  present  Low  Gap  Highway  at 
the  Fairview  Service  Station. 

He  died  in  1848  and  his  will  is  recorded  in  the  Clerks 
Office  in  Independence,  Va.,  but  where  he  and  his  wife 
were  buried  is  a  matter  of  conjecture.  It  seems  reason¬ 
able  to  believe  they  were  buried  in  the  Old  Quaker 
Graveyard,  as  so  far  as  we  know  this  was  the  only 
graveyard  established  at  a  meeting  place  at  that  time, 
and  if  they  were  buried  there  their  graves  are  lost 
along  with  scores  of  others  who  were  buried  there  in 
the  early  days. 

Children  of  Daniel  Davis  and  Jennie  Patton: 

William  married . Bedsaul 

James  married  Lydia  Simcox  May  16,  1822 

Josephas  married  Francis  Williams  Feb.  24,  1823 

Abner  married  Martha  Herrold 

Hugh  married  Margaret  Davis  in  1832 

Elias  married  Hulda  Herrold  2nd  Nancy  Edwards 

Patsy  married  Nathan  Davis  in  1820 

Polly  married  Latimore  Surratt 

Sally  married  Jessie  Williams  in  1840 

Nancy  married  Enoch  Cox,  Jr. 

Edith  married  Jeremiah  Cox  in  1826 

This  early  generation  of  Davises  did  a  lot  of  inter¬ 
marrying  and  the  author  of  the  foregoing  was  Elizabeth 
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Davis,  a  niece  of  the  older  Elizabeth  who  married  Dr. 
J.  Stoneman.  and  she  finishes  with  the  following  no¬ 
tation: 

“Morris  Davis  son  of  Morris  Davis  Sr.  and  Margaret 
his  wife  married  Elizabeth  Stoneman  daughter  of 
Josephus  Stoneman  and  Elizabeth  his  wife. 

“And  if  any  one  reads  these  records  and  asks  if  I  am 
any  kin  to  Morris  Davis,  you  may  tell  them  that  my 
mother’s  mother  was  my  husband’s  sister’s  grand¬ 
mother  and  if  they  can’t  tell  what  kin  that  would  be, 
you  may  tell  them  that  my  father’s  mother-in-law  was 
married  to  my  husband’s  mother’s  father-in-law  and  if 
they  don’t  understand  that  you  need  not  try  to  make 
them  understand. 

s/  Elizabeth  F.  Davis” 

The  above  record  from  the  files  of  the  late  R.  E.  Cox. 

We  have  a  letter  from  D.  L.  (Fayette)  Cox  who  is  a 
descendant  of  Enoch  Cox,  Jr.  and  the  present  chairman 
of  the  Cox  reunion  and  who  was  raised  in  the  Cole 
Creek  Valley  and  married  Blanche  Cox  and  moved  to 
Akron,  Ohio,  and  lives  at  the  present  time  in  Barberton, 
Ohio. 

Fayette,  as  he  is  familiarly  called,  has  lived  in  Ohio 
for  more  than  forty  years  and  he  heads  his  letter  as 
Memories  and  Realities. 

He  begins  by  recalling  this  section  where  our  an¬ 
cestors  settled  at  that  time,  was  the  frontier  section  of 
Virginia  covered  with  native  forests,  which  furnished 
a  home  for  animals  and  wild  life  that  was  native  to 
this  section  of  the  Blue  Ridge.  Their  cabin  homes  were 
hewn  from  logs  from  the  forests,  and  their  heating  plant 
was  a  chimney  built  out  of  native  stone,  with  a  fireplace 
large  enough  to  take  a  stick  of  cord  wood.  This  chimney 
not  only  furnished  heat  for  the  family,  but  was  also 
used  to  cook  the  food.  The  meat  in  the  earlier  days 
consisted  for  the  most  part  of  venison  and  other  wild 
game  that  came  out  of  the  forests.  Soon  patches  of  the 
forests  were  cleared  away  and  corn  was  grown  to  fur¬ 
nish  bread,  and  to  grow  flax  from  which  much  of  the 
clothing  was  made,  and  all  clothing  was  made  by  hand 
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by  the  women  of  the  home,  light  at  night  was  furnished 
by  “liting”  (dry  pine  knots)  and  later  by  tallow  candles, 
and  in  addition  to  the  household  duties,  the  women 
found  time  to  help  the  men  in  clearing  away  the  forests 
so  as  to  help  better  their  living  conditions. 

Doctors,  if  there  were  any  were  herb  doctors,  gather¬ 
ing  their  favorite  herbs  from  the  forests  and  preparing 
their  own  prescriptions,  these  with  home-made  rem¬ 
edies  handed  down  from  other  generations  were  the 
dependants  of  the  early  settlers  for  their  health. 

The  mode  of  travel  was  walking  or  riding  horse 
back,  until  roads  could  be  hacked  through  the  forests 
to  accommodate  the  use  of  wagons. 

The  above  seems  to  be  about  a  true  picture  of  con¬ 
ditions  when  our  ancester  Solomon  Cox  came  to  this 
section  before  the  beginning  of  the  Revolutionary  War 
and  built  his  first  cabin. 

Coming  on  down  to  his  boyhood  recollections,  he 
mentions  the  mills  where  the  grain  was  ground  into 
meal  and  flour,  that  made  the  bread  that  graced  the 
tables  of  our  fathers,  and  these  mills  he  remembers 
were  Cox’s  mill,  Press  Martin’s  mill,  Jennings  mill 
and  Ward’s  mill.  The  stores  he  remembers  were  H.  P. 
Cox’s,  Jennings  Store,  C.  L.  Hanks  Store,  Dave  Combs 
Store,  Ward  Bros.  Store  and  the  Cole  Creek  Store. 
These  places  were  the  center  of  their  communities  and 
a  place  where  people  gathered  to  pass  the  time  of  day, 
buy  their  supplies,  and  have  their  grain  ground  into 
meal  or  flour.  The  people  he  recalls  were  J.  Lee  Cox, 
teacher  and  for  many  years  superintendent  of  schools 
in  Carroll  County.  His  brother,  Dr.  John,  surgeon,  W.  R. 
Cooley,  teacher  and  minister,  his  son  Alvy,  attorney, 
and  Grady,  another  son,  teacher  and  minister  Elbert 
and  Elmer  (twins)  brothers  of  W.  R.  Cooley,  taught  for 
many  years  in  the  schools,  also  B.  M.  Cox  and  his  broth¬ 
er  Omar  who  spent  most  of  their  active  lives  in  the 
teaching  profession,  Alexander  Cox,  minister,  Luther 
and  Dewey  Payne,  ministers,  S.  F.  Fulks,  an  attorney, 
all  these  contributed  much  to  the  upbuilding  of  the 
community,  Clyde  Cox,  D.D.S.,  and  his  brother  Elmer, 
D.V.M.,  have  moved  to  other  states  to  practise  their 
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professions,  R.  E.  Cox,  engineer,  publisher  and  histor¬ 
ian  has  left  more  records  of  the  happenings  in  the  sur¬ 
rounding  country  covering  a  period  of  more  than  fifty 
years  than  any  one  in  his  generation. 

He  remembers  Glenwood  Church  where  the  Cox 
reunion  is  held,  also  Cole  Creek  Church,  Oakland 
Church,  Snow  Hill  Church,  Mt.  Vale  Church,  that  have 
added  much  to  their  membership  and  buildings. 

He  remembers  very  kindly  Dr.  J.  K.  Caldwell  who 
has  served  the  community  as  their  doctor  and  counselor 
for  over  fifty  years  and  who  enjoys  coming  to  the  Cox 
reunion  where  he  meets  many  grown  up  folks  who  he 
helped  to  bring  into  the  world. 

He  winds  up  by  paying  a  tribute  to  the  beautiful  and 
progressive  City  of  Galax,  which  in  the  main  has  been 
built  since  he  went  away,  situated  as  he  describes  it 
near  the  foot  hills  of  the  Blue  Ridge  Mountains  and 
only  about  seven  miles  from  the  now  famous  Blue  Ridge 
Parkway  and  Cumberland  Knob  Park,  and  on  a  branch 
line  of  the  N.  &  W.  Railway,  and  is  partly  in  Grayson 
and  partly  in  Carroll  Counties,  Va. 

He  mentions  some  of  the  people  who  have  come  to 
town  from  the  surrounding  Counties  who  have  con¬ 
tributed  much  to  the  upbuilding  of  the  town,  among 
these  he  mentions  J.  B.  Waugh  and  Sons,  T.  F.  Roberts 
and  Sons,  T.  L.  Felts  and  Sons,  Caldwell  Brothers,  Ward 
Brothers,  Dixon  Brothers,  Cammit  Higgins  and  many 
others.  He  also  mentions  others  who  have  come  from 
other  sections,  among  them  the  Vaughn  Bassett  Inter¬ 
ests,  and  the  Messer  Industries,  manufacturers  of  furni¬ 
ture,  and  many  others. 

He  says  he  has  written  all  this  to  refresh  the  mem¬ 
ories  of  those  like  himself  who  have  left  the  old  com¬ 
munity  for  other  places,  as  to  some  of  the  things  and 
changes  that  have  taken  place  since  they  left  the  home 
community,  and  perhaps  have  not  been  permitted  to 
return  to  it  as  often  as  he  has. 

Of  his  five  children,  four  have  married  and  the  fifth 
is  in  college.  He  winds  up  with  a  big  hello  everybody, 
and  God  be  with  you. 

After  the  passing  of  R.  E.  Cox,  before  he  had  only 
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begun  the  preparation  of  a  history  for  the  reunion,  and 
as  chairman  of  a  committee  appointed  to  finish  the 
work,  the  other  members  on  the  committee  having  full 
time  jobs,  and  little  time  to  give  to  the  work,  it  fell  to 
my  lot,  being  retired  with  plenty  of  time  to  collect, 
assort  and  assemble  the  data  for  this  work.  This  being 
the  case  with  any  one  on  the  committe  better  prepared 
to  do  the  work  than  I,  if  they  had  had  the  time,  it  seems 
but  fair  to  them  when  you  read  the  book  and  discover 
its  short  comings  in  arrangement  and  composition  to 
know  where  the  fault  lies,  but  I  can  only  say  that  I 
did  my  best. 

Sincerely, 

W.  E.  Cox,  Sr.,  Chairman 


Lewis  Jones,  Printer  -  wytheville,  va. 
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